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THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND 
HEALTH CONSERVATION.* 


R. H. McGinnis, M. D., 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

It is with pleasure I take this opportunity 
to express my appreciation of the honor you 
conferred on me by electing me your Presi- 
dent at the annual meeting last year. It is 
indeed a great honor to be President of this 
association, and in attempting to convey to 
you my gratitude, mere words are inade- 
quate. For my failures in the discharge of 
the duties of the office, I crave your for- 
giveness. 

The Journal of the Florida Medical 
Association. 

The association, I am _ satisfied, made 
progress the past year; did not accomplish 
The Journal of 
the association, now two years old, has 
added interest to organized medicine in the 
State. 
It offers to every member a medium of 
publication of any article of merit. It com- 
pares favorably with the other State jour- 
nals of equal membership. It provides for 
reprints of any scientific paper contributed 
to its columns, at reasonable rates. Its ex- 
changes are valuable and demand some 
action of the association as to their proper 
disposal and care. There has been, how- 
ever, a lack of whole-hearted cooperation 
and support from the members. The editor 
and collaborators perform a voluntary and 
arduous service and are entitled to encour- 
agement. 


all desired, but advanced. 


Its pages are clean and wholesome. 


Medical Legislation. 
Through medical legislation, the profes- 
sion cherishes the hope of eventually having 





*President’s address delivered before the forty- 
third annual meeting of the Florida Medical As- 
sociation, held at Arcadia May 10-12, 1916. 


ARTICLES 


enacted into law measures conducive to the 
protection of the public and the conserva- 
tion of health. This is a prodigious under- 
taking and has met with unmerited reversals. 
It is our duty to “hew to the line” and teach 
mankind the fundamental principles on 
which our science is based. The profession 
must steer clear of the Scylla of medical 
inefficiency and the Charybdis of so-called 
drugless therapeusis. Cults and 
healing have never stopped the progress of 
medicine. But for ignorance, 
internal and external to the profession, 
better medical laws would long ago have 
been enacted. 


isms of 


scientific 


Medical Examining Boards. 

The present Board of Medical Examiners 
of this State for the regular school are mak- 
ing for more efficiency; considering the 
schools of graduation and the qualifications 
of the graduates; endeavoring to eliminate 
the incompetent and undesirable; elevating 
the standards of medical licensure and, by 
difficult effort, trying to conserve the public 
welfare. This board needs the support and 
encouragement of every member of the as- 
sociation. It is possibly lacking in many 
particulars. This it realizes and is trying to 
rectify. Its efforts will be greatly facilitated 
by the federation of State boards and the 
formation of a national or federal board with 
State rights venerated. 

Medical Colleges. 

The medical colleges of the nation, real- 
izing their inefficiency as teaching institu- 
tions, have in the past few years reduced 
their number by merger and amalgamation 
33% per cent. They are providing whole- 
time and well-paid teachers and instructors 
for the student; raising the standards of 
matriculation and graduation, and are 
requiring more and better practical work of 
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the student. This argues for the graduate 
a better qualified practitioner;. a doctor 
equipped with the knowledge of diseased 
conditions, with the ability to apply thera- 
peutic measures .with better success. Not 
only will the graduate be qualified to treat 
the sick intelligently, but also to instruct 
the public the value of wholesome living, 
sanitation and hygiene. Prevention of 
disease is the aim of the medical profession, 
and no body of scientific workers has ac- 
complished as much along this line. This 
idea and its practice followed to its logical 
conclusion would seem to be the funeral 
obsequies of the medical profession, but not 
so —if the profession ceases to be one of 
medical application, it will become one of 
health conservation. Moreover, the public 
require a lot of instruction. 

Patent Medicines and the Medical Quack. 

The medical profession condemns patent 
medicine and the medical quack because of 
their false claims and inferences, and has 
received meager support from the public. 
The people of Florida spent last year $750,- 
000 for patent medicines, which are worth- 
less and sometimes dangerous to the user. 
If such a sum were directed in proper chan- 
nels and utilized scientifically each year for 
the prevention and eradication of hookworm 
disease, pellagra, typhoid and malaria 
fevers, the State would be free from these 
maladies in five years. 

The Public Press. 

The profession has succeeded in eliciting 
the interest and influence of some of the 
leading publications of this country in health 
conservation, and such publications are to 
be commended. Continued effort is neces- 
sary, however. Not until commercialism is 
eliminated from the press—lay, and sad to 
relate, sometimes the medical — will the 
public be free from the octopus of the 
advertising fakir and the patent medicine 
fraud. 

The Medical Profession. 

Much as has medical science done and is 

doing for health conservation, through its 


various avenues of instruction of the public, 
continued and strenuous effort is demanded. 
The public is rather slow to understand the 
necessary individual requirements that are 
conducive to good health. While a large 
portion of the misunderstanding is due to 
ignorance, there is also a large proportion 


due to indifference, carelessness and neglect. 


If this latter portion could be convinced and 
it acted upon its conviction, a great instruc- 
tive force would be propagated that the 
resistance of ignorance could not prevail 
against. The human being is so constituted 
that he will take chances, especially with 
his health. He will speculate with it to a 
greater extent than with financial interests. 
He makes his body an exchange into which 
he puts various and sundry ventures, with- 
out proper consideration, trusting the body 
to produce a dividend on the investment. 
The body, constructed for emergencies, will 
respond for a time, but sooner or later its 
reserve is expended and collapse ensues. 
The damage is done, rejuvenation impos- 
sible and repair questionable. The measure 
of success in this propaganda of health con- 
servation depends on the activities of the 
profession. The trend of the profession, at 
present, presages the ultimate eradication 
from its own ranks the incompetent and 
unqualified, and when the public support 
the profession’s initiative, an era of health 
conservation will have advanced a_ long 


way. Education is the hope of success. 





THE PHYSICIAN AS AN AID TO 
INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS.* 
E. W. Warren, M. D., 
Palatka, Fla. 

Industrial progress is dependent primarily 
on health. No industrial enterprise attains 
its maximum success unless it makes reason- 
able provision for the health of its employees. 
Neither employer or employee is capable of 
his fullest activity when suffering from 








*Oration delivered before the forty-third annual 
meeting of the Florida Medical Association, held at 
Arcadia May 10-12, 1916. 
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physical discomfort or is under the dread of 
disease. To do his best he must be a con- 
tented individual. He must not only be 
protected from disease and injury but his 
family must have every assurance that con- 
tagion and infection will be kept as far from 
them as possible. When the employee is 
assured that injuries received in perform- 
ance of duty are to be properly cared for he 
will the more cheerfully put forth his best 
effort. His position at present demands 
more. He must know that every possible 
precaution is being taken to see that the 
hygienic and sanitary conditions surround- 
ing his living quarters are the best and the 
health of his family provided for. Certain 
industrial enterprises at the present time are 
initiated by preliminary health surveys, the 
establishment of sanitary regulations and the 
removal or correction of unhealthful condi- 
tions before it is thought wise to begin 
operations. 


The gradual but increasing recognition of 
these facts have developed a new line of 
activity for the physician—that of taking 
care of the public health, or the health of the 
public. It is a broader field than that of 
treating the sick individual. It is an effort 
to keep individuals well en masse. Good 
health is more and more becoming recog- 
nized as a business asset. This is a newly 
recognized fact in the development of indus- 
trial enterprise. Employers of large num- 
bers of human machines are realizing the 
surprising fact that as a cold business prop- 
osition it pays, not in sentiment but in 
dollars, to take good care of their em- 
ployees. Business men are learning that 
well fed, well clothed, contented men and 
women, working in well-ventilated, well- 
lighted quarters on schedules arranged in 
accordance with modern knowledge of 
physiology actually turn out more and better 
work,than underfed, underpaid, discontented 
help working under uncomfortable, unsani- 
lary conditions. Therefore, large corpora- 
tions are spending money more liberally, 
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covery of the mosquito’s role in the con- 
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establishing sanitary lunch counters, safety 
devices, ventilating apparatus, etc. When 
asked why they are doing all this, they 
reply that it is not charity but common sense. 
A well man is worth more than a sick one. 
A happy, contented woman will turn out 
more work than the unhappy or sickly one. 
The conservation of the health of employees 
will be a fundamental principle of good busi- 
ness in the future. Men think as they are 
trained to think. Therefore, an educational 
campaign should precede hygienic changes 
in working conditions. Let us as physicians 
make it our business to make more clear the 
cost of the human mechanism, the care of 
the human machine in all its parts and the 
extravagance of human waste. 
Transportation companies, including rail- 
way and steamship companies, owe a debt 
to humanity that is manifold in its ramifica- 
tions. First, to its employees, (a) to those 
injured in the performance of their duty; 
(b) to the employee while on duty to protect 
him from contagious and infectious and 
other bodily ailments as far as possible. 
Second, to their patrons, (a) to guard them 
against injury; (b) to protect them against 
communicable disease while being trans- 
ported from place to place. Third, in not 
transporting persons or commodities from 
infected to uninfected territories. As evi- 
dence of their recognition of this debt, note 
their splendidly equipped, expensive surgical 
and sanitary departments, and note also 
their ready compliance with severe quaran- 
tine regulations in times of epidemics. A 
number of large corporations have carried 
this idea into unusual detail by establishing 
periodic physical examination of employee 


.and family, making a complete chart of each 


individual for permanent record, noting 
weaknesses, etc., and offering preper treat- 
ment when indicated. 

Probably the greatest achievement of 
modern medical men and out of which has 
developed their greatest good was the dis- 
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veyance of yellow fever and malaria. In all 
history there has been no greater hindrance 
to the industrial progress of tropical 
countries than these two diseases—malaria 
and yellow fever. No great undertaking 
could be successfully carried out except at 
a cost of human life and suffering as render 
it deterrent in all but a few cases. It 
remained for the discoveries of medical men 
to render the tropics as healthful as any 
other portion of the world under proper en- 
vironment. 

, Out of these two discoveries grew the pos- 
sibilities of the Panama Canal, the greatest 
monument to sanitary science ever thought 
of. It is a matter of historical certainty 
that the French government failed to build 
the canal because of the high death rate 
among their employees. When the Amer- 
ican government took hold of the proposi- 
tion and a physician was ordered to make 
the territory habitable he was allowed all 
the time and funds necessary and in the face 
of the impatience of the entire nation to see 
the “dirt fly,” he proceeded systematically 
and carefully on a well thought out plan of 
sanitation, and to the wonder and astonish- 
ment of the world he established a veritable 
health resort in the hitherto “death hole” of 
the American continent, with a morbidity 
and mortality rate so astonishingly low as 
to be almost unbelievable. The skill of the 
medical men gave to the world the possibil- 
ity of the greatest engineering feat of which 
we have any knowledge. It gave to the 
western world its short cut for its shipping. 
thereby saving many thousands of miles to 
navigators together with their freedom from 
the dangers of the circumnavigation of 
South America. Ex-President Taft rec- 
ognized and stated publicly that the success- 
ful outcome of the great undertaking was 
due primarily to the work of the army 
medical corps under Dr. Gorgas. 

The Spanish-American war developed 
the greatest sanitarian of all history. The 
great work of Dr. Gorgas in eradicating 
yellow fever from the city of Havana set an 
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example that municipalities may follow with 
advantage to themselves. Numerous North 
and South American cities have already 
availed themselves of the lesson. Many 
South American seaports that formerly were 
so infected with yellow fever that they only 
existed by force of circumstances, with a 
death rate that was staggering in its 
dimensions, are now prosperous, healthy, 
growing cities. Profiting by that example 
when a few years later yellow fever secured 
an entrance into the cities of our gulf coast 
we were able for practically the first time in 
history to stamp it out before frost. Still 
later when bubonic plague invaded San 
Francisco it was eradicated after one of the 
most strenuous and far-reaching campaigns 
ever undertaken by our government. The 
nature of bubonic plague and its method of 
transmission is so insidious that nothing but 
the most diligent and painstaking work will 
accomplish its eradication. 

No greater industrial 
calamity can happen to a community or 
municipality than to have yellow fever, 
bubonic plague or Asiatic cholera introduced 
into its population. It results in a paralysis 
of business, financial and commercial loss 
that affects every class of individuals. Fac- 
tories shut down, transportation is reduced, 
laborers laid off from work, destitution and 
hunger become apparent and bread lines are 
established. Municipal growth stops, busi- 
ness houses begin to fail from loss of usual 
current of business and heavy expenses afe 
incurred in financing quarantine regulations. 
Neighboring cities become suspicious, trade 
falls off, customers afraid to come and as 4 
consequence trade shifts to other places. 
Protection against such misfortunes ‘ 
provided by quarantine regulations and sani- 
tary systems worked out and administered 
by physicians. The average individual is 
not aware of the great amount of protec 
tion he constantly receives and he fails t? 
give due recognition to the real source of 
such protection. 

It is only within very recent years that 


or commercial 
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the rural population has begun to learn of 
the precautions which are absolutely neces- 
sary to’ prevent the spread of infectious 
disease. From the bedside of the patient 
typhoid fever is frequently spread to 
individuals over a whole neighborhood many 
miles in extent. With our present knowl- 
edge of the modes of transmission of typhoid 
we are already able to circumscribe its 
ravages and taking into account the isola- 
tion of country people and their lack of 
intercommunication, we may confidently ex- 
pect to almost eradicate typhoid. When 
the people are convinced that with the erec- 
tion of sanitary closets, the building of 
barns a sufficient distance from residences, 
the proper placing of wells with reference 
to drainage, and constant periodical vaccina- 
tion against it we may soon be able to gain 
the same control against rural typhoid fever 
that is now possible in cities. Not a case of 
typhoid fever occurs now either in city or 
country but the question arises at once, 
where did it come from? Let us have the 
water examined. Let us have the house 
screened. The neighbors who come to sit 
up with the sick are afraid to eat or drink 

on the premises. The doctor now advises 

the family to be vaccinated against typhoid. 

He also carefully advises and urges every 

sanitary precaution against its spread. It is 

hard to estimate the good to the community 

in following the one little point of advice 

in regard to anti-typhoid vaccination. Many 

years ago when a scourge of typhoid visited 

asmall city in this vicinity untold suffering 

could have been prevented, many lives saved 

and much economic loss avoided. 

The Hookworm Commission in Porto 
Rico estimated that at the time of the 
Spanish-American war 90 per cent of the 
1,000,000 people were suffering from hook- 
worm infection and that the infection was 
increasing. It was found that the average 
adult was able to accomplish only about 40 
Per cent of a normal day’s labor. When we 
think of 900,000 people being able to per- 
form less than a half a day’s work per day 
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the result is appalling. The Hookworm 
Commission continued its work in Porto 
Rico until practically the entire population 
had been treated. In that case it is easily 
believable that the earning capacity of the 
population was doubled. The same is true 
only in a smaller way in our own Southern 
States. The hookworm infection was very 
much greater than was dreamed of by any 
but a few students of the situation. That 
condition is greatly changed today. Many 
thousands of our people are healthy, happy 
and prosperous who at one time bid fair to 
become public wards. 

Infant mortality which has played so im- 
portant a part in the population of the world 
is gradually giving ground and even now 
the tiny, helpless babe has almost as much 
chance and hope of life as its grown-up 
brother or sister. The movement to prevent 
infant mortality amounts to just this, to give 
to the baby its material birthright, namely: 
pure milk, pure air and a better educated 
and trained mother to care for it. The 
fundamental causes of infant mortality 
mainly are poverty, ignorance and neglect, 
with ignorance playing far the greater part. 
This greatly affects our population without 
any change in our birthrate. In 1866 the 
Metropolitan Board of Health was organ- 
ized to supervise the health of the cities of 
New York and Brooklyn, the counties of 
Westchester, Queens and Richmond and a 
part of the present county of Nassau. At 
that time the sanitary conditions in these 
cities were inconceivably bad. The death 
rate especially of babies was higher than any 
of the other large cities and apparently in- 
creasing. During the fifty years of its 
existence the death rate has been reduced 
almost 75 per cent. Sir Frederick Treves 
believes that the time will come when 
hospitals for infectious diseases will be 
empty and not needed. The fight will be 


made and the victory won by hygiene. The 
enemies are the microbe and ignorance, the 
weapons are education, the sanitary inspec- 
tor and health regulations. The sensational 
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headline in the newspaper announcing the 
much dreaded yellow fever or bubonic 
plague, with its consequent business 
paralysis and economic loss, will be no more. 





INDIGESTION.* 
Marvin H. SMITH, M. D., 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


The word “indigestion” comes from the 
Latin “in,” meaning “not” and “digerere,” 
“to separate,” thus meaning literally, “not 
to separate.” As defined in the Standard 
Dictionary, it means, “difficulty in the ali- 
mentary canal in changing food into ab- 
sorptive nutriment.” “Dyspepia” is given 
as a synonym. Kerr has wittily said that 
“Dyspepia is the remorse of a guilty con- 
science.” 

It is an expression used by most per- 
sons to designate any slight or permanent 
derangement of the digestive system. It 
vaguely embraces water brash, heartburn, 
vertigo, flatulency and a vast multitude of 
other irritabilities arising from any portion 
of the digestive tract, or any gland per- 
taining thereto. 

With the definitions given, we may. for 
the sake of having a working basis, make 
four classifications, viz., stomach and in- 
testinal indigestion, according to its sup- 
posed location; acute and chronic, accord- 
ing to the length of time it has existed. 

“Indigestion” is the most familiar term 
that the physician hears. It touches all 
ages and classes; it visits alike, the home 
of mediocrity and genius. The young 
mother uses it when referring to her baby’s 
first experience with reversed peristalsis. 
The schoolboy who bolts his food at lunch 
and then rushes back to the playground, 
complains of it. The young woman who en- 
tertains her men friends, eats pickles, con- 
fections and nicknacks, has little relief 
from it. The busy housewife with her daily 
round of duties; the clerical man who sits 


*Read before the forty-second annual meeting 
of the Florida Medical Association held at De- 
Land, May 12-14, 1915. 
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at his work; the banker who puzzles his 
brain about money, all suffer its unpleas- 
ant consequences. The doctor who has up- 
on his soul the burden of many sick folk 
and does not take time to relax after meals 
is provoked by it. The public speaker and 


the soloist find it a nuisance. The aged 


who have lost their teeth and swallow their 


food unmasticated must endure its torment, 

The druggist is constantly being called 
upon by individuals who have investigated 
their made their own 
diagnoses and then ask his advice about 
treatment. He has upon his shelves from 
fifteen to thirty patent remedies, all of 
which are guaranteed to cure such maladies, 
He sells them freely though they are seldom 
if ever known to give more than temporary 
aid. The individual having now grown 
gradually worse, consults his family physi- 
cian whose interest is not always sufficiently 
aroused, and he too, I regret to say, in a 
half doubting manner often writes a pre- 
scription without that feeling of confidence 
which he should have, or without knowing 
whether to aim above or below the belt— 
his results as to a cure being correspond- 
ingly uncertain. 


own cases; have 


Indigestion is a word so broad in its 
meaning and so loose in its application, but 
so general in its use that almost every lay- 
man, both young and old, employs it with 
remarkable precision (?) and emphasis to 
denominate from sixty to seventy per cent 
of his bodily ailments. Indeed it is the 
characteristic disease of our time, and is a 
symptom-complex from which few men of 
women over thirty have not suffered. 

It has been known to completely change 
the disposition of individuals. Sidney 
Simith once said, “Old friendships are de- 
stroyed by toasted cheese and salted meat 
has led to suicide.” Kingsley gave us this 
maxim, “Banish dyspepsia and _ spirituous 
liquors from society, and you have m 
crime, or, at least, so little that you would 
not consider it worth mentioning.” 
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It has been known to destroy domestic 
happiness, and has modified the destiny of 
It is said of Louis XIV, who 
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suffered from a fistula and indigestion, that 
his reign was divided into two parts, that 
before and that after the fistula. 








a 
ror 


TABLE I 


Symptoms 
“Indigestion,” pain in epig. 3 
hours. P. C. eructation, 
c’nst’p’n, pyrosis more or less 
constantly. 


Sudden severe abdominal pain, 
“acute indigestion.” 

“Indigestion,” total loss of 
energy, heaviness in stomach 
(Epsom salts daily for 2 years). 


“Indigestion,” fullness in 
stomach, anorexia, constipa- 
tion, pain between shoulders. 


“Indigestion,” pyrosis, sour 


eructation, constipation, 
pylorospasm. 


“Indigestion,” substernal pain, 
epig. distress, dyspnoea, con- 
stipation. 


“Indigestion,” flatulency, gas- 
tralgia, anorexia, nervousness, 
(carb. mag. daily 2 years, 10 
b. m. daily for 2 years). 


“Indigestion,” vomiting P. C. 
pyrosis, epig. soreness, low 
grade temp. Dullness in right 
L. apex. 


“Indigestion,” acute pain when 
food is swallowed, epig. ten- 
derness and soreness, epig. 
fullness, constipation (occult 
blood). 


“Indigestion,” pain in epig. P. 
C. (30 m.), constipation, 
eructation, headaches, pressure 
over appendix gives epig. pain. 


Onset 


Gradual. 


Acute. 


Gradual. 


Gradual. 


Gradual. 


Gradual. 


Gradual. 


Gradual. 


Gradual. 


Gradual. 


Stomach Findings 
3 oz. expressed. 
T. A. 200°. 

F. A. 130°. 

C. A. 80°. 

Pep. and Ren. 


present. 
No analysis made. 


4 oz. expressed. 
T. A. 0°. 

F. A. 0°. 

C. Ae”. 

LL. A 

Pep. and Ren.,none 
Mucus present. 


1 oz. expressed. 

7. AS. 

F, A. 2°. 

=. 

L A. ?. 

Blood. 

Pep. and Ren. 
deficient. 

2 oz. expressed. 

F. A. 92°. 

T. A. 116°. 

CA... 

Pep. and Ren. 
present. 


o eee 


°. 


Z. 

A. 

A. £. 

A. 5* 

_ A. 0°. 

ucus abundant. 

Pep. and Ren. 
deficient. 

2 oz. expressed. 

1 ©... 

F. A. 10°. 

ae 

Pep. and Ren. 
deficient. 

3 oz. expressed. 

T. A. 28° 

F. A. 18°. 

LA. 6. 

Pep. and Ren. 
deficient. 

3 oz. expressed. 

T..A. 94°. 

F. A. 56°. 

T. A; DO. 

eR ee 

Pep. and Ren. 
present. 

Blood present. 

4 oz. expressed. 


peromrny 


. &. 2. 
L. A. 0". 
Pep. and Ren. 
present. 


Diagnosis 
Hyperchlorhydria. 


Perforating 
duodenal ulcer. 
Atrophic gastritis. 


Cancer of pylorous; 
congenital stric- 
ture of sphincter 
ani muscles. 


Pyloric ulcer, trau- 
matic stricture of 
sphincter ani. 


Mucus gastritis, 
gastroptosis. 


Entero-colitis, _ 
mucus gastritis. 


Gastric ulcer, Pul- 
monary TB. of 
R. lung (incipi- 
ent). 


Ulcer in cardiac 
opening of 
stomach. 


Chronic appen- _ 
dicitis. 
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Indigestion to the layman, and to many 
physicians, rarely suggests a grave condi- 
tion, or one that could have a serious 
termination ; however, it is a term mislead- 
ing and deceptive in the extreme. In my 
judgment, it is the ‘most elastic and as 
generally applied, the most meaningless 
term in medical lore. Its causes are innum- 
erable, and it actually covers as many dis- 
tinct clinical entities. It embraces physical 
states, which like a thief in the night, may 
come on so insidiously that it is impossible 
to tell just when the first symptom ap- 
peared. Many of these cases change from 
a functional to an organic disease, gradually 
advancing to chronicity and incurability. It 
also includes those ushered in with great 
suddenness accompanied by excruciating 
pain, followed by shock and _ occasionally 
by death. 

I think of no other word whose sound 
cafries with it such insignificance and yet 
whose true meaning may prove of such far- 
reaching and disastrous influence. This ob- 
servation leads me to believe that every 
single case of so-called indigestion is en- 
titled to the most painstaking investigation, 
careful diagnosis and well-directed treat- 
ment. When the individual first complains 
of indigestion, we may be reasonably sure 
that, we are dealing with an_ irritability 
which has existed for some little time, and 
is already fairly well established, since the 
nerve terminals of the digestive mucosa 
become more or less tolerant to irritation 
and do not report the damage promptly, e. 
g., we know that when we first begin to 
eat highly peppered food it produces con- 
siderable burning in the mouth and upper 
cesophagus with more or less stomach dis- 
tress, but soon the stomach ceases to offer 
its protest and submits, for a season, to the 
insult until its structures have become in- 
jured. Many other illustrations could be 
cited. 

We cannot be too particular in locating 
the cause of indigestion and determining as 
accurately as possible the exact nature of 


the trouble. Many patients and a few skil- 
ful physicians have been deceived on these 
points. The difficulty may be a_ reflex, 
arising from pregnancy, syphilis, tuber- 
culosis, appendicitis or numerous other 
sources; perhaps there is only a neurotic 
state present or there may be dangerous 


pathology lurking in the cesophagus, stom-- 


ach, bowel, pancreas, liver or colon; ad- 
hesions, atony, intestinal stasis or a vast 
multitude of other abnormalities may exist; 
they may be simple or they may be grave. 

The case records in Table I illustrate 
more fully the meaning of these remarks, 
show the unreliability and uncertainty of 
this term as generally applied and em- 
phasize the great importance of a most 
thorough investigation on all so-called in- 


digestion. 





CREEPING ERUPTION.* 
G. H. Epwarps, M. D., 
Orlando, Fla. 

In this paper I will not burden you with 
the history of creeping eruption nor go into 
detail over its histology or pathology. If 
you will turn to the files of the J. 4. M. A, 
January 15, 1916, you will find an excellent 
paper giving all that is known along those 
lines. I will simply state that the disease 
was first reported in 1847 by Robert Lee. It 
is said to be extremely rare. Russians have 
reported the majority of the cases, making 
it appear to be more prevalent in Russia 
than elsewhere. 

I wish to call attention to its frequency in 
central Florida. Now either the disease is 
not as rare as supposed and we are careless 
in our diagnosis, calling it ground itch of 
dhobe itch, and do not rush into print with 
our findings, or else Orlando and vicinity is 
the one unfortunate spot in Florida 4 
regards the prevalence of this affliction. I 
wish to report thirteen cases, ten in my Ow? 
practice and three which I saw in mJ 


*Read before the forty-third annual meeting of 
the Florida Medical Association, held at Arcadia 
May 10-12, 1916. 
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partner’s in the year 1915. In addition to 
these both Drs. McEwan and Beardall had 
anumber of other cases which I did not see. 

Creeping eruption is a skin lesion presum- 
ably due to the larva of a member of the fly 
family, either the bot or gad. The larva is 
of microscopic size. It effects entrance into 
the skin presumably through an abrasion as 
shown in one of my cases, or through the 
skin when softened or macerated by pers- 
piration or water as shown in four of my 
cases. The parasite burrows between the 
horny and deeper layers of the skin produc- 
ing a slight elevation, very irregular in its 
course, often making a loop. It presents 
the same picture as that of a mole track in a 
closely cropped lawn. The elevation at first 
is slightly reddened and a little serum will 
exude if scratched. In a few days it fades 
and turns brownish or more often becomes 
pusy and crusted following scratching. It 
has been said that this parasite can be seen 
as a fine black or dark spot a short distance 
in front of the burrow if firm pressure is 
made over the area with a glass slide. I 
have several times thought I saw this little 
spot by the aid of a reading glass, but have 
never been able to transfer it to a slide de- 
spite very careful scraping and expression 
of serum and blood from the region of the 
dark spot. 

In all my cases attention has been drawn 
to the condition by the intolerable itching. 
The itching seems to denote an excursion on 
the part of the parasite, for always there- 
after the mole-like track has extended. Sev- 
tral days may elapse before the itching is 
again severe, during which interval the lines 
fail to extend. 

I have seen the lesion located upon every 
part of the body, except the head. The 
lesions in my cases are distributed as fol- 
lows : 


Feet and legs, six. 

Sole of feet, two, each having a single 
burrow. 

Arms, legs, chest, back and belly, two. 

Knee, one. 


EDWARDS: CREEPING ERUPTION 


3uttocks and thighs, one. 

Hand and wrist, one. 

The occupation of the individuals: 

Retired turpentine operator, one. (Horse 
fancier. ) 

Stonemason, one. 

Schoolboys, four. 

Carpenter, one. 

Cook, one. 

Trained nurse, one. 

Laborers, two. 

Baby, one. 

Housewife, one. 

There seems to be some difference of 
opinion as to the period of incubation. I 
wish to call attention to the extremely short 
period between invasion and the appearance 
of symptoms. In several of my cases I can 
tell you almost to the hour when inoculation 
occurred and when the first symptom, that 
is itching, was observed. 

Case 1—Mrs. E. Housewife: 

In the afternoon of our October deluge 
in 1915, in the absence of her hired man, she 
spent some time in a flooded barn yard, 
rescuing a new born calf. Her feet became 
saturated and without changing = she 
harnessed and drove several miles to get 
help. Four hours later an intolerable itch- 
ing began in her feet, around the great and 
little toes. The next morning she had 
typical ground mole-like lines on both feet. 
Her hired man also developed the same 
condition, this being the only case I have 
seen on a colored person. 

Case 2.—D. W. Schoolboy : 

Fell off his bicycle upon the brick pave- 
ment at four p. m., abrading both knees. At 
bedtime, that is four hours later, was con- 
scious of a burning and smarting of the 
knees. This continued steadily for two 
days when he was brought to the doctor. 
At that time typical mole-like ridges two to 
four inches long radiated from the abraded 
areas over both patellas. 

Case 3.—Female baby. 
old: 

In Florida for three days, spent a short 


Fourteen months 




















362 


time early one morning crawling and sitting 
in wet Bermuda grass and sand in the back 
yard near the stable. That afternoon child 
was restless, fretful, slept little during the 
night. When I saw the child twenty-four 
hours after its play there were eight to ten 
mole-like ridges one-half to three inches 
long over the buttocks. Twenty-four hours 
later these had extended from one to three 
inches, going down the thigh, up the back, 
to the margin of the anus and one bold 
rascal had invaded the vaginal mucous mem- 
brane. The child was in convulsions. 

Case 4+.—Mr. A. Stonemason: 

After working in the hot sun all the morn- 
ing, perspiring freely, he crawled under his 
car which was standing under an oak tree 
where horses had been hitched, and there 
worked most of his noon hour. About four 
p. m. his back began to burn and itch. Soon 
he was itching from neck to shoe tops. 
Eighteen hours later when he presented him- 
self in the office he was literally covered with 
mole-like tracks one-half to two inches long. 

Now all four of these cases were exposed 
to inoculation in the presence of horse 
manure, which would bear out Samson’s 
theory that the active agent is the larva of 
the Gastrophilus Hemorrhoidalis or botfly. 
You will also note that all four cases began 
to have symptoms of the condition, that is 
itching, from three or four hours after ex- 
posure. 

My treatment is very simple; a bistuory 
or scalpel scratch is made deep enough to 
draw a little serum and blood over the last 
one-fourth inch of, and for an equal distance 
in advance of the track. Just beyond the 
end of the track I make a crucial incision 
or scarify, and then I cauterize the incisions 
with carbolic acid, iodine or a silver nitrate 
stick. I prefer the former. To make a cure 
doubly sure I often apply an ointment con- 
taining 10 per cent sulphur and 20 per cent 
salycilic acid, and always use it when the 
treatment by incision and caustic is refused, 
as it is quite often. 
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TREATMENT OF MALARIAL, 
HEMOGLOBINURIA.* 
K. Cross, M. D., 
Crystal River, Fla. 
In all the literature on malaria, there can 
be found but very little on Malarial Hemog- 
lobinuria and it is only those physicians who 


have lived in sections where it is prevalent,’ 


that have the opportunity to study and 
treat it successfully. Under different names 
(black water fever, hemorrhagic fever, yel- 
low chills, etc.) it is known from Texas to 
North Carolina in the States bordering the 
coast. In sections where it is prevalent it 
is known and dreaded by physician and 
laity. It is most often seen in those suffer- 
ing from chronic malaria, untreated or im- 
properly treated malaria or where the patient 
has tried self-medication with some of the 
widely advertised chill tonics. The on-set of 
hemoglobinuria during an attack of malaria 
is pathognomonic and treatment should be 
begun early; a delay of a few hours may 
mean that all treatment, however good, will 
be unavailing. 

In all of these cases, there is more or less 
nephritis present and our treatment is in 
part that of nephritis. We should seek for 
elimination by the skin and bowels and for 
rest to the kidneys. Treatment should be 
begun by giving twenty to thirty grains of 
calomel every two hours until from sixty 
to one hundred twenty grains have been 
given. Pilocarpine muriate one-eighth to 
one-fourth of a grain doses given hypo- 
dermically every four hours as long as the 
hemoglobinuria persists. The marked nerv- 
ousness and restlessness is best controlled 
by twenty to thirty grain doses of sodium 
bromide every three to four hours. 

Morphine should not be used, for it in- 
hibits the eliminative process which is s0 
essential. 

Quinine has no place in the treatment of 
malarial hemoglobinuria, its hemolytic ac- 


*Read before the forty-third annual meeting of 
the Florida Medical Association, held at Arcadia 
May 10-12, 1916, 
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PROPAGANDA FOR REFORM 


tion in these cases is well known, it increases 
the hemoglobinuria and in my experience 
it has proven fatal in every case where it 
has been given. 

Alcohol in any form is also absolutely 
contra-indicated both during the attack and 
for several weeks following. Its action in 
these cases resembles some powerful poison, 
causing first a violent delirium, then later 
coma ; death following in about twelve hours 
after taking it. Stimulation is nearly always 
needed and in the beginning of treatment 
one-third-grain doses of pulverized extract 
digitalis should be given every six hours and 
continued all through the attack. If, at any 
time, stimulation is necessary, 
nitroglycerine, strychnine and _ digitalin 
should be given hypodermically. This is of 
especial value during the first twenty-four 
hours of the attack or until the physiological 
effect of the pulverized extract digitalis is 


immediate 


evident. 
After the cessation of the hemoglobinuria 


asuppression of urine may occur and should 


this condition ensue, it is of grave prognostic 
significance and no diuretics should be given 
except some of the alkaline mineral waters 
and they should be used freely. 

Pilocarpine, hot packs and 
should be resorted to and the 
treated as an ordinary nephritis. 

The after-treatment of these cases is tonics, 
test and removal to a non-malarial climate 
if possible, for subsequent attacks are prone 
to occur in those who have once had it. 


purgation 
condition 





PROPAGANDA FOR REFORM. 

DiarsENoL.—Dr. E. H. Martin, Hot 
Springs, Ark., reports that, after giving 
several hundred doses of Diarsenol without 
any bad effects whatever, he had two cases 
in which nausea, vomiting and symptoms of 
apparent collapse occurred such as have been 
Previously reported by another writer. He 
found on investigation that the specimens 
which in his hands gave untoward results 
a well as those previously reported on and 
wo further accidents were all due to a 
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product bearing the same lot number. (Jour. 
A. M. A., April 8, 1916, p. 1155. 
PRESCRIBING OF Narcotics.—The Harri- 
son Antinarcotic law exempts from its 
operations ready-made mixtures containing 
specified small quantities of narcotics, but 
requires physicians’ prescriptions containing 
small amounts of narcotics to be registered. 
The law should be made consistent by 
requiring the registration of all prescrip- 
tions containing narcotics in any amount. 
The inconsistency in the law should be re- 
moved by prohibiting absolutely the sale, 
except on a physician’s prescription, of 
preparations containing narcotics in any 
proportion. The continued uses of small 
doses of a narcotic drug is just as capable of 
establishing the habit as is the use of larger 
doses. (Jour.A.M.A., April 8,1916,p.1156.) 
A Mucu-Neepep PHARMACOLOGIC IN- 
VESTIGATION.—]. D. Pilcher, University of 
Nebraska College of Medicine, has investi- 
gated the action on the uterus of the guinea 
pig of a number of drugs which are widely 
used as ingredients of proprietary “female 
remedies,” and which so far have been little, 
or not at all, studied. Blue cohosh (Caulo- 
phyllum thalictroides) showed a_ variable 
tonic effect. Pulsatilla (Anemone pulsatilla 
or Pulsatilla pratensis), root 
(Aletris farinosa), figwort 
marylandica), valerian (Valeriana officin- 
alis) and skullcap (Scutellaria lateriflora ) 
The follow- 
ing drugs gave negative results: Cramp 
bark (Viburnum opulus), black haw (Vi- 
burnum prunifolium), swamp maple (Acer 
spicatum), false unicorn (Chamelirium 
luteum or Helonias dioica ), liferoot (Senecio 
(Dioscorea_ villosa), 


unicorn 
(Scrophularia 


were more or less depressant. 


aureus), wild yam 
motherwort (Leonurus cardiaca), passion 
flower (Passiflora incarnata) and squaw 
vine (Mitchella repens). It is to be hoped 
that Pilcher’s work will permit the forma- 
tion of an opinion as to the therapeutic 
value of those drugs in which some degree 
of activity has been found. (Jour. A. M. A., 
April 15, 1916, p. 1205.) 
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ORGANIZED MEDICINE. 

It is a matter for congratulation for all 
members of the medical profession that 
organized medicine has its forces lined up 
in better array at the present time than at 
any period in the history of the profession. 
The movement is general all through the 


country, and young men entering the pro- 


fession are rapidly learning that it is to their 
own interests to identify themselves with 
their local county and state organizations. 
This is the only portal of entry to fellow- 
ship in the American Medical Association, 
and not only our professional associates, but 
the laiety from whom we derive our living 
are quite commonly inquiring into the status 
of a physician they anticipate employing, by 
ascertaining his local and national organiza- 
tion affiliations and activities therein. 

It is pleasing to note that the Florida 
Medical Association is keeping up with the 
procession, having increased its membership 
thirty-five per cent in the past two years. 

The recent annual meeting of the Associa- 
tion at Arcadia was well worth attending, 
the fact being generally commented on that 
the scientific program was the best that has 
ever been given. A full and free discus- 
sion was entered into on the many interest- 
ing papers prepared, and we do not believe 
a single man attended the meeting without 
acquiring advantage to himself. 

In the past it has been held that climatic 
conditions in the South are not conducive to 
mental activity, but while it is not the pur- 
pose at this time to review the accomplish 
ments of the medical profession of the 
South, it is a fact no one can conscientiously 
controvert that the Southern medical man 
has fully contributed his share toward the 
advancement of medical science. 

Our next meeting will be held at Florida’s 
famous seaside resort, Atlantic Beach. It 
is the earnest desire of the officers of the 
Association that this, the forty-fourth 
annual meeting, will prove to be the largest 
and most successful gathering in our history: 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 


AssocIATION is now two years old and may 
be considered firmly established as_ the 
official organ of the association. This, the 
Index Number, develops many interesting 
- facts concerning the progress of the publica- 


tion. The number of original articles and 


of contributing authors shows a decided in- 


crease Over last year. A department speci- 
ally devoted to a discussion of the cancer 
situation has been created. In the list of 
collaborators we find, in addition to the 
branches covered last year, the names of 
gentlemen who cover the subjects of 
opthalmology, otology, rhinology, laryng- 
ology, and of reentgenology. To the mem- 
bers of the Association and to the readers of 
THe JouRNAL our message in this the clos- 
ing number of our second volume is, /f you 
wish the organisation and its publication to 
continue to prosper, do your share in con- 
tributing support, only remembering that in 
giving it you are not giving something 
away, but simply advancing your own 
interests. 





VACCINE TREATMENT. 

“Looking backward over the development 
of active immunization by vaccines during 
the last fifteen years, we appear to be at the 
termination of one epoch in the therapeutics 
of infectious disease. In this issue, Hektoen 
traces the stages by which vaccines which 
were first employed with attempted scientific 
control have come into indiscriminate and 
unrestrained use, with no guide beyond the 
statements which commercial vaccine mak- 
ers are pleased to furnish with their wares. 
Already most physicians are realizing that 
the many claims made for vaccines are not 
borne out by facts, and that judging from 
practical results there is something funda- 
mentally wrong with the method as at 
present so widely practiced. As clearly 
shown by Hektoen (Jour. A. M. A., May 
0, 1916), ‘the simple fact is that we have 
No reliable evidence to show that vaccines, 
as used commonly, have the uniformly 
Prompt and specific curative effects pro- 
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claimed by optimistic enthusiasts and especi- 
ally by certain vaccine makers, who mani- 
festly have not been safe guides to the 
principles of successful and rational thera- 
peutics.’ 

“But out of this wild period from which 
we are emerging there have come certain 
benefits which promise to be more or less 
permanent. The study of prophylactic im- 
munization against typhoid and other sim- 
ilar diseases has been fostered, and the time 
of attainment of its present efficacy perhaps 
hastened ; the effects of active immunization 
in accelerating the development of immunity 
and recovery in certain chronic localized 
infections of our etiology have been studied ; 
the search for sources of infection from 
which autogenous vaccines could be obtained 
has led to a more careful examination of 
patients, who have thus been indirectly 
benefited by having the source of their 
troubles discovered and removed. 

“It has been difficult for most physicians 
to distinguish between the relatively limited 
field of prophylactic immunization in which 
scientifically controlled experiments and 
carefully observed and analyzed results have 
confirmed the claims of the method, and the 
other field of the use of vaccines in which 
mixtures of bacteria and their products 
have been indiscriminately introduced into 
patients suffering from all manner of 
disease, infectious and noninfectious, acute 
and chronic, without study of the patient, or 
knowledge of the etiology or pathology of 
the disease. But the latter use of vaccines 
can not be condemned merely on the ground 
of its empiricism. As Theobald Smith has 
said, ‘We can not do without empiricism 
wholly. We owe valuable suggestions and 
discoveries to it. These are like clearings 
in the forest unconnected with other clear- 
ings, but destined to become the nucleus of 
a healthy scientific growth.’ When, how- 
ever, it becomes evident that empiricism has 
run riot, that it has wholly divorced itself 
from scientific control, and when, in addi- 
tion, its results, impartially reviewed, are 
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shown to be unbeneficial, we must conclude 
that such a clearing has been badly located, 
and that it never can occupy a worthy place 
on the highway of scientific medical 
progress. ; 

“Tn regard to the more recently developed 
methods of intravenous therapy in typhoid 
fever, Hektoen points out that certain new 
concepts and theories are introduced which 
need diligent study and correlation before 
their application to the problem can be 
settled. Here again we find ourselves in an- 
other pioneer clearing in an unexplored 
forest. Only the future can determine 
whether this clearing is to become a useful 
station, or whether after a brief existence as 
a point of interest it will prove to be far re- 
moved from the thoroughfare of legitimate 
travel. Certainly the development here 
should proceed cautiously. 

“Already a similar procedure has been 
introduced for the intravenous treatment of 
other subacute and chronic infectious 
diseases, such as _ arthritis, some 
observers have asserted that the ameliora- 
tion of the symptoms in the joints following 


and 
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the treatment is sufficient to establish it as a 
worthy routine treatment. The fact that in 
the subjects of arthritis and even in normal 
persons the intravenous injection of bacterial 


or other protein is followed by a rather: 


characteristic sequence of phenomena of 
fever, chill and leukocytosis by no means 
stamps the method as a justifiable type of 
empiricism. Indeed, other observers have 
noted that patients so treated relapse, and 
that the number of those who do not relapse 
is apparently no greater than the number of 
untreated patients who recover spontan- 
eously. Such treatment, ineffective in itself, 
actually hinders recovery by distracting 
attention from the search and removal of 
the cause of the arthritis. 

“The fact that much time and effort of 
the past ten years appear now to have been 
wasted, so far as positive results go,” says 
The Journal of the American Medical As- 
sociation, “should make us doubly cautious 
in accepting a new and somewhat similar 
procedure until opportunity has _ been 
afforded for its verification under conditions 
favorable for scientific control.” 


Cancer Department 


“In the carly treatment of cancer lies the hope of cure.” 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR THE CONTROL OF CANCER 


To launch and guide to a successful con- 
clusion an annihilating attack upon any 
potent enemy which is threatening man’s 
physical, moral, mental or religious exist- 
ence, necessitates a sound understanding of 
that enemy’s life history, its haunts, habits, 
methods of propagation, associates, methods 
of waging war, and its most vulnerable points 
of attack. Upon the accuracy and avail- 
ability of our information concerning these 
attributes of cancer will depend, in large 
measure, our ability to eradicate the menace 
to adult humanity. 

With a keen realization of this necessity ; 
with unassailable qualifications as a statis- 
tician, and with an unquenchable thirst for 
the whole truth of the cancer situation, Mr. 


Frederick L. Hoffman, statistician of the 
Prudential Insurance Company of America, 
has worked unceasingly in gathering, culling, 
condensing and classifying the vast array of 
information on this subject. The result of 
his labors is a book of 800 or more pages 
entitled, “The Mortality From Cancer 
Throughout the World,” printed by the 
Prudential Insurance Company, and avail- 
able for gratuitous distribution to libraries 
and to members of the medical and surgical 
profession. 

This work will be of inestimable value to 
the profession as a reference book in giving 
one that thorough perspective of the whole 
cancer situation, so necessary to the clear cut 
understanding of one’s individual duties im 
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the world-wide offensive campaign against 
cancer. 

It is manifestly impossible to abstract the 
book in this department of THE JouRNAL. 
We wish, however, to commend it to our 
readers, and to quote as justification of its 
existence, just two sentences from Mr. Hoff- 
man’s preface, “Limited to ages forty-five 
and over, the ordinary experience of the 
company (The Prudential) for the year 1914 
shows that of the deaths of males 9.6 per 
cent were from cancer, and 18.6 per cent of 
the mortality of females.” 

This shows cancer to be the leading cause 
among females. Further on, Mr. Hoffman 
says, “The main results of the investigation 
may be summed up in the brief but ex- 
tremely suggestive statement that the actual 
frequency of malignant disease throughout 
the civilized world has been ascertained to 
be much more of a menace to the welfare of 
mankind than has generally been assumed 
to be the case, and that in contrast to a 
marked decline in the general death rate, 
cancer remains one of the few diseases 
actually and persistently on the increase in 
practically all of the countries and large 
tities for which trustworthy data are obtain- 
able.” 





SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE INTERSTATE ASSOCIA- 


TION OF ANESTHETISTS. 


The Second Annual Meeting of the Inter- 
tate Association of Anesthetists will be held 
atthe Hotel Seelbach (Red Room), Louis- 
ville, Ky., July 26th and 27th, in conjunc- 
ion with the National Dental Association. 

The following program has been arranged 
for the scientific sessions : 

Address of Welcome and Presentation of 
Gavel, L. S. McMurty, Louisville, Ky.; 
(hairman’s Address: Progress in the 
Technical Administration of Anesthesia and 
Analgesia, Wm. Hamilton Long, Louisville, 
Ky.; Anesthesia, the Anesthetist and the 
Uperative Procedure from the Surgeon’s 





Viewpoint, F. G. DuBose, Selma, Ala.; 
Metabolic and «Organic Changes Under 
Anesthesia, Evarts Graham, Mason City, 
Ia.; Preparatory, Anesthetic and Post- 
operative Regime for Hazardous Risks in 
Genito-Urinary Surgery, Moses Salzer, Cin- 
cinnati, O.; A New Method for the Produc- 
tion of General Analgesia and Anesthesia, 
D. E. Jackson, St. Louis, Mo.; Nitrous 
Oxid-Oxygen in Obstetrics, Carl H. Davis, 
Chicago, Ill.; Ethel-Oil Colonic Anesthesia 
in Head and Neck Operations, Joseph E. 
Lumbard, New York City ; Some Direct and 
Indirect Dangers of Nitrous Oxid-Oxygen 
and Its Ultimate Position in Major Surgery, 
Jno. N. Heim, Louisville, Ky.; Oral 
Hygiene in Relation to Anesthesia and 
Analgesia, Bion R. East, Detroit, Mich.; 
Control of Circulatory Disturbances Under 
Anesthesia and Analgesia, Emmett F. 
Horine, Louisville, Ky.; Historical Section: 
Hewett of Chicago, and Chloroform 
Analgesia, Wm. Harper DeFord, Des 
Moines, Ia.; Crawford W. Long and Ether, 
E. M. Magruder, Charlottesville, Va.; The 
Romance of Evans and Nitrous Oxid, 
Edward C. Kirk, Philadelphia, Pa.; Hick- 
man, a Forgotten Pioneer, C. J. S. Thomp- 
son, London, England. 

An innovation will be a Special Section of 
Dental Anesthetics, for which the associa- 
tion will adjourn to MacCauley’s Opera 
House. The special program for this joint 
session with the National Dental Association 
will be as follows: 

Introductory, Wm. Mamilton Long; 
Chairman’s Address: Anesthesia and 
Analgesia in the Curriculum, the Clinic and 
Private Practice, Hugh W. MacMillan, 
Cincinnati, O.; Oral Operations Under 
Nitrous Oxid-Oxygen Anesthesia in the 
Forward-Inclined, Sitting Posture, Ira O. 
Denman, Toledo, O.; Vapor Anesthesia for 
Oral Surgery, Truman Brophy, Chicago, 
O.; Intra-Oral Methods of Local Anesthe- 
sia, Rich. H. Riethmuller, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; Extra-Oral Methods of Local Anesthe- 
sia, Kurt H. Thoma, Boston, Mass. ; Hand- 
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ling Emergencies Under Anesthesia and 
Analgesia, N. T. Yager, Louisville, Ky. 
The Association Dinner will be served at 
the Hotel Seelbach and a number of promi- 
nent after-dinner speakers will enliven the 
occasion with their wit and humor. Special 
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entertainment will be provided for all lady 
guests attending the Louisville meeting. 
For further information and dinner re- 
servations address 
F. H. McMecuan, M. D., Sec.-Treas., 
Avon Lake, O, 


Proceedings of the Forty-Third Annual Meeting 


of the Florida Medical Association 
Held at Arcadia, May 10-12, 1916 


WEDNESDAY, May 10, 1916. 


The general Association was called to 
order at 11 a. m. by Dr. John A. Simmons, 
Chairman of the Committee on Arrange- 
ments. 

Following the invocation delivered by the 
Rev. George F. Scott, the Chair introduced 
the Hon. C. H. Mitchell of Arcadia, refer- 
ring to him as “the old man eloquent of De- 
Soto county.” On behalf of the city of 
Arcadia, Mr. Mitchell delivered a stirring 
address of welcome to the Association. He 
was followed by Dr. M. L. Crum of Bowling 
Green who, in behalf of the DeSoto County 
Medical Society, extended a further wel- 
come to the organization. Dr. Graham E. 
Henson of Jacksonville delivered a short 
address of response in behalf of the Associa- 
tion. 

The President, Dr. R. H. McGinnis of 
Jacksonville, took charge of the meeting and 
called for the reports of the officers. 

They were presented as follows: 


Secretary's Report. 
To the President and Members of the. Florida 

Medical Association: 

GENTLEMEN—At the forty-second annual meet- 
ing of the Florida Medical Association there were 
reported twenty-six county societies organized with 
a total membership of five hundred and twenty- 
four. During the past year our membership has 
reached a total of six hundred and twenty-one. 
Your Secretary called the attention of the Advisory 
Committee to the fact that it had been the custom 
for many members to allow their membership to 
lapse for nonpayment of dues, in the vast majority 
of instances due to oversight—or procrastination 
—and requested this committee to authorize him 


to carry such delinquents for a period of one year. 
This authority was granted, and the general condi- 
tion of our organization shows the policy to have 
been a wise one. Our official organ, THE JouRNAL 
OF THE Fioripa MeEpIcAL ASSOCIATION, a separate 
report being submitted concerning the publication, 
is, in the writer’s opinion, doing much to interest 
the medical profession throughout the State in 
organized medicine. Thirty-one counties have 
maintained societies during the past year, and at 
the time of writing, twenty-five county secretaries 
have submitted their annual reports, leaving six 
to be heard from. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
GraHAM E. HENSON, 
Secretary. 


Financial Statement of the Journal of the 
Florida Medical Association. 


RESOURCES. 


Balance cash last annual report........... $145.54 
Pro-rata subscriptions Association mem- 

MN os aciws.t pan ciatgerss Wo akp 1966s eee 520.00 
NEE cirtichulde wees eewcwendoean 96.66 
Accounts receivable last annual report..... 315.50 
Earnings from advertisements : 

Re rer ner ee $104.00 

Ree 3.8 a5 2GSep as wastaners 111.16 

EE Digvceeee naree ocatekeee 130.16 

CN seacoast Hae p Giorpie 126.16 

POE ECL EE 114.00 

NUNES acco seu eeatscbewes 103.00 

PI | Sis osteo cue uvek 101.17 

NE ooo sdccuataess 93.17 

MN Pi oighe sis widen lo S018 OSES 99.50 

SEE oes woisc-ndiere'nisoreiate 91.50 

TUNE ik 5.4 ph ilorns vie 01 owidnse 94.50 

SEER Se ae ae 99.01—$ 1,267.33 


Pro-rata subscriptions Association 


members ensuing year............... 351.00 


$2,696.08 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 
Expense vouchers attached ........... $1,838.45 
NNR Fs "a cs © plas Madiscileneee 84.39 
meterest and Giscount « .....00ssecceese 19.50 
ASSETS. 

Nn aos ce en wis dictceclrasd depletes $ 96.66 
Accounts receivable .........csscceeee 646.17 
Ai MNES OL cu esate cone eeeur 10.86 

$2,696.03 


GRAHAM E. HENson, 
Secretary-Editor. 


The following letter was read by the 


Secretary-Editor : 
Cuicaco, May 4, 1916. 
Dr. Graham E. Henson, Journal of Florida Medi- 
cal Association, Jacksonville, Fla. : 

Dear Docror—We think the physicians of your 
State have reason to be pleased with the JouRNAL 
you are giving them. It is printed on exception- 
ally good paper, contains fifteen pages of advertis- 
ing, and a variety of medical articles and news 
that should make it worth while for every physician 
in your State to read it. 

lf we might be allowed a suggestion, we would 
recommend using a column of notes on news about 
physicians, such as marriages, deaths, birth of 
children, change of location, etc. Also reports of 
County Medical Societies. We presume you can 
obtain some of the latter. This field can be cul- 
tivated. 

The Bureau is pleased to note we contributed to 
your April issue about six pages of advertising. 
As advertising helps to supply the “sinews of war,” 
we trust your members will patronize the adver- 
tisers. This is the word, together with our com- 
mendation of your excellent JouRNAL, we would 
contribute to what, we hope, will be a very success- 
ful convention meeting next week at Arcadia. 

Very truly yours, 
Cooperative MepicAL ADVERTISING BuREAU, 
E. W. Marrson, Adv. Mgr. 


Treasurer's Report, Florida Medical 
Association, 1916. 


Balance on hand 1915... .....ccccccccves $ 1,626.30 
Dues collected from additional members 

secured during 1915-1916 ............ 228.00 

Dues for ensuing year ..............05- 1,053.00 

$2,907.30 

By expense account as per vouchers..... 1,497.63 

eS ees eae wees ie eer $1,409.67 

GraHAM E. Henson, 
Treasurer. 


E. W. Warren and 


Moved by Dr. 


seconded, that the Chair appoint a committee 
of two to audit the accounts of the Secre- 
tary-Editor and of the Treasurer. Carried. 

The Chair appointed Dr. T. S. Field of 
Jacksonville and Dr. C. D. Christ of 
Orlando. 

The following Councillor reports were 
accepted and received for information: 


First District. 

The Escambia County Medical Society has con- 
cluded the most successful year of its existence, 
every meeting (semi-monthly) being well at- 
tended, and an interesting pre-arranged pro- 
gram enjoyed by those present. 

The meetings are being held in the spacious 
assembly room of the State Board of Health 
Laboratory building, and when subjects of pub- 
lic interest are discussed the citizens are invited 
to be present. A projection lantern has been 
purchased so that slides of interesting cases will 
be used in throwing pictures on the screen. A 
library has been started, and also pathologic 
specimens are being collected, each specimen will 
bear a concise description of the case on the 
container. 

At the last meeting it was decided to hold a 
convention of the doctors residing west of Tal- 
lahassee (West Florida) with the view of discuss- 
ing the advisability and feasibility of forming a 
district association. The convention will be held 
in Pensacola in the fall, and invitations will be 
sent all doctors in West Florida, as well as those 
living in contiguous territory in Alabama. 

It was the Councillor’s pleasure to meet with 
the Santa Rosa County Medical Society on Jan. 
18, 1916, and to find that this society is a live 
wire and keeping up well with the times. 

It was my misfortune not to have been able to 
meet with the Walton County Medical Society. It 
was learned, however, through one of its most 
active members, Dr. C. B. McKinnon, that the 
society is in good condition, and regular meet- 
ings were being held. 

While the newly-created county of Okaloosa 
has not been officially placed by the House of 
Delegates in the First Councillor District, I got 
in touch with Dr. Porter Webb of Laurel Hill, 
and was informed that they had organized their 
county society, and had planned an “outing” at 
Camp Walton for May 2d. 

I was greatly disappointed in not being able to 
accept their invitation to be with the society on 
this occasion. 

It will be seen from this report that the First 
District is fully organized, and the county so- 
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cieties are engaged in effective work for the 
profession. J. Harris Prerpont, 
Councillor. 


had Second District. 


The Second District, composed of Gadsden, 
Jefferson, Leon, Liberty and Wakulla counties, 
have only two active county societies. 

The counties of Leon and Gadsden combined 
form the Leon-Gadsden county society. This 
also includes the physicians of Franklin county, 
making a goodly membership of active, inter- 
ested physicians. 

Jefferson county has a society composed of 
nearly all the eligible practicing physicians. 

The other counties of this district are thinly 
populated, and haven’t a sufficient number of 
physicians to form a society. They have been 
invited to unite with us, but thus far have not 
availed themselves of the privilege. 

I regret my inability to be present. You have 
my best wishes for a most useful and pleasant 
meeting. H. E. PALMER, 

Councillor. 
Fourth District. 


As Councillor for the fourth district, I wish 
to make the following report: 

In Duval county the county society is most 
flourishing, it has over one hundred members, 
and has held regular meetings during the past 
year. 

In St. Johns county the medical society has 
kept up its organization as in the past. 

Neither Clay nor Nassau county has any society 
at present. The Duval county society, however, 
has enrolled members from both of these counties. 

Gerry R. HoLpen, 
Councillor. 
Sixth District. 


The following report is submitted: 
Hillsborough County—Number of members, 65; 
number of meetings this year, 10; number of 
papers this year, 17; clinical cases reported, 45. 
Pinellas County—Membership, 27; all but 5 
eligible physicians are enrolled. Number of 
meetings, 10; average attendance, 12. The in- 
terest has been good and scientific papers of 
high merit have been read at all meetings. 
Pasco County—Number of members, 6; eligi- 
ble physicians, 8. No meetings for last three 
months. TuHos. TRUELSEN, 
Councillor. 


Eighth District. 


The profession in the Eighth District is 
harmonious and for the most part prosperous. 
No new county societies have been organized 
since my last report. Baker and Levy counties 


have hardly enough physicians to maintain coun- 
ty societies. I have made an effort to induce 
the physicians in these two counties to join the 
societies of adjoining counties, but this has not 
been done to any considerable extent, although 
the Alachua county society has several members 
from Levy county. The Putnam and Bradford 
county societies are only moderately active. How- 
ever, they keep up their organizations. 


The Alachua county medical society, with be-~ 


tween 25 and 30 members, continues to be one 
of the most active societies in the district. Meet- 
ings are always held regularly on the meeting 
dates and are well attended. I cannot speak 
too highly of the splendid organization of the 
It is a credit to the profession. 
J. H. Honces, 
Councillor. 


society. 


Tenth District. 


Through the efforts and push of DeSoto County 
Medical Society I visited the principal towns in 
Lee and Polk counties and consulted with ev- 
ery physician [ could find, to induce those liy- 
ing in Lee county to organize a Lee County Medi- 
cal Society, which they promised me they would 
do, but did not. DeSoto County Medical Society, 
through the missionary spirit which prevails 
among its members, invited the physicians in 
Lee and Polk counties to meet with the DeSoto 
County Medical Society at Bartow and organize 
a Tri-County Medical Society, which they did. 
The Tri-County Medical Society has had two 
successful meetings, at Bartow and Fort Myers 
respectively, and at each meeting some very in- 
teresting and valuable papers were read. 

Y. E. Wricnt, 
Councillor. 


Eleventh District. 


The Dade County Medical Society is wide 
awake and active in lines of work relating to 
their society’s welfare both from a scientific and 
practical standpoint. You will find enclosed a 
letter from Dr. G. H. Benton, Secretary of Dade, 
which is of considerable interest and [I know 
you will enjoy reading it. 

I think we must get together in an effort to 
reorganize the Palm Beach County Society. Can 
you give me the name of a former member of 
that society whom we can count on for energetic 
work in reorganization? [I would like to cor- 
respond with him and then go up there in the 
fall to help them along. 

You will note what Doctor Benton has to say 
regarding the formation of a new society in 
Broward county. I will try to get in touch 


with those active in it, and in the meantime will 
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you try and gather some information about them? 

We have started a new feature in the Monroe 
County Medical Society that has increased in- 
terest of the members. It is a study of Doctor 
Cabot’s Clinical Cases which are regularly re- 
ceived by the Secretary. These cases are read 
and fully discussed without the members know- 
ing the correct diagnosis. 

Each member is requested to give a diagnosis 
with the reasons therefor, which causes spirited 
discussion and adds to the interest aroused from 
discussion of cases that may come up in our own 
practice. 

Meetings are held in turn at the homes of the 
members, and refreshments are served by the 
host. 

All but two of the practicing physicians in the 
county are members of the society, one of these 
is a Cuban physician that we cannot induce to 
join, although repeatedly urged to do so. The 
other is a negro and ineligible. 

Neither of these physicians are hostile to our 
interests. 

Any advice or information relative to Broward 
or Palm Beach counties will be gratefully received. 

Wma. R. WarreEN. 
Councillor. 


William R. Warren, M. D., Councillor Eleventh 
District, Florida Medical Association, Key 
West, Fla.: 

Dear Docror WarrEN—The activities of the 
Dade County Medical Society are on the whole 
rather good. Meetings are called regularly on 
the first and third Thursday evenings of each 
month and considering the small number of 
physicians and the large area covered in this 
county the attendance is good. The Scientific 
Committee has been concerned in arranging a 
scientific program for each meeting with desira- 
ble papers somewhat along the plan of a post- 
graduate work, with a paper and an alternate for 
each program in case one man is detained too 
late to notify the committee. 

During the present year much clinical material 
has been submitted and conditions and aspects 
fully discussed and explained. 

The society also has done much generally and 
especially through the work of committees and 
the personal efforts of Doctors Jackson, Jones, 
North, Sayles and others in getting the imme- 
diate construction of the new city hospital which 
is to us an affair of no little moment. It is to 


be built on a twenty-acre tract of land one and 
one-fourth miles from the .centre of the city, is 
of the pavilion plan, at an expense when com- 
pleted of $115,000.00. The administration build- 
ing and certain wards are to be constructed this 
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summer, and others are to follow as they are 
demanded. 

The society has increased by election of new 
members relatively twenty per cent, in spite of 
the withdrawal of the former members who now 
are residents of Broward county and contem- 
plate forming their own society. 

The work of the Board of Censors has been 
excellent and characterized by persistent vigilance 
in acquiring evidence against a most unworthy 
quack who appeared late in the year of 1915 and 
who they find had a most unsavory reputation 
in many parts of the United States where he 
has remained for short intervals. Full report of 
this man and his reputation will be sent to the 
JournaL later when fully completed so as to 
warn the members of the profession against him, 
He is both slick and slippery and is liable to 
appear in any community in the State at any 
time. Fraternally, 

Dave County Mepicar Society, 
Per G. H. Benton, M. D., 


Secretary and Treasurer. 





The General Association stood adjourned, 
the President calling the House of Delegates 
to order at 12:30 p. m. Upon motion of 
Dr. Graham E. Henson, duly seconded, the 
calling of the roll of delegates was dis- 
pensed with. Carried. 

The Chair directed that the report of the 
Special Committee, consisting of Drs. J. H. 
Pierpont, R. H. McGinnis and Graham E. 
Henson, appointed at the last annual meet- 
ing for the purpose of drawing up certain 
proposed amendments to the Constitution 
and By-Laws of the Association, be taken 
from the table. The proposed changes and 
amendments in the Constitution and By- 
Laws were taken up seriatim and adopted 
without a dissenting vote.* 

Dr. J. K. Simpson of Jacksonville offered 
the following amendment to the Constitu- 
tion: 

That section three, article eight, reading: 

“The officers of this Association shall be elected 
by the Association on the morning of the second 


day of the annual session at 11 o’clock and any 
member shall be eligible to any office named in 





*Nore.—As the report of this committee was 
published in full in THe Journat of June, 1915, 
Vol. I, No. 12, a repetition is avoided at this time. 
—Editor. 
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the preceding section, but no person shall be 
elected to such office who is not in attendance on 
that annual session (except the Councillors) and 
who has not been a member of the Association 
for two years.” 

Be amended to read: 

“The officers of this Association shall be elected 
by the Association on the morning of the second 
day of the annual session at 12 o'clock, and any 
member shall be eligible to any office named in 
the preceding section, but no person shall be 
elected to such office who is not in attendance on 
that annual session (except the Councillors), and 
who has not been a member of the Association for 


two years.” 


In accordance with the Constitution the 
proposed amendment was tabled until the 
next annual meeting. 

The following telegram was read by the 
Secretary : ; 
Florida Medical Association, Arcadia, Fla.: 

My wish is that you are having a great meeting. 
We are expecting a big delegation of Florida 
doctors to our Atlanta meeting in November; 
come help make it a great meeting. My best wishes 
for your every member, SEALE Harris, 

Secretary Southern Medical Association. 

The Secretary was directed to acknowl- 
edge and to thank Dr. Seale Harris for his 
cordial message. 

It was moved by Dr. J. W. West of Live 
Oak, and seconded, that the dues of all 
delinquent members from Suwanee county 
be.remitted. After considerable discussion, 
after which the Secretary-Editor explained 
that in accordance with a decision of the 
Advisory Committee, all delinquents were 
carried for one year, it was moved by Dr. 
Graham E. Henson, and seconded, that the 
motion be tabled. Carried. 

The following resolution offered by Dr. 
F. J. Walter of Daytona during the 1915 
meeting was, on motion of Dr. Walter and 
duly seconded, taken from the table: 

Resolved, That a copy of the rules and regula- 
aons relative to medical defense in alleged mal- 
practice suits, presented and endorsed by the 
Volusia County Medical Society, be incorporated 
in the By-Laws of this Society. 

Following a general discussion, it was 
moved by Dr. R. R. Kime of Lakeland and 


seconded, that the Chair appoint a committee 
of three to consider the advisability of adopt- 
ing the resolution. Carried. 

The Chair appointed Drs. Kime, Walter 
and Christ. 

The Secretary read the following letter 
from the Escambia County Medical Society: 

PeNsaAcoLa, Fia., April 23, 1916. 
House of Delegates, Florida Medical Society, Dr. 

Graham E. Henson, Secretary, Jacksonville, Fla. 

GENTLEMEN—At the last meeting of the Escam- 
bia County Medical Society a resolution was 
passed relative, to the license tax imposed by the 
State upon physicians. 

The Secretary was instructed to communicate 
with the other county societies of the State, and 
urge them to cooperate with this- society in an 
effort to get relief from this tax. 

You are therefore requested to take action fav- 
orable to this plan, to instruct your delegates to 
the State society accordingly, and to make every 
effort to enlist the support of your senators and 
representatives. 

It is urged that physicians often wait upon the 
needy sick with no expectation of pay. This is 
charity work. Furthermore, physicians cooperate, 
cheerfully for the most part, with the collection of 
vital statistics, and their services are essential to 
the safeguarding of public health. The abolition 
of the license tax would seem but a fitting recog- 
nition of these services. 

The resolution further provides that a copy of 
this communication should be sent to the State 
Board. of Health and one to the House of 
Delegates of the State Society, and that their co- 
operation be earnestly solicited. 

Fraternally yours, 
F. A. Brink, Secretary. 


Moved by Dr. Graham E. Henson, and 
seconded, that the communication _ be 
referred to the Committee on Legislation 
and Public Policy. Carried. 

Upon motion, the House of Delegates 
adjourned, subject to the call of the Presi- 
dent. 





The General Association was called to 
order at 2 p. m. by Dr. J. K. Simpson, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Scientific Work. 
The following papers were read: 

“The Interpretation of the Wassermann 
Reaction,” W. P. Dey and G. E. Henson, 
Jacksonville. 
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“The Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Syphilis,” J. E. Gammon, Jacksonville. 


Lumbar Puncture and Examination of 
the Spinal Fluid,” Ralph N. Greene, Chatta- 
hoochee. 

Discussed by Drs. Henry Hanson, 
Edward Francis, John Long and L. W. Cun- 
ningham. 

“The Correlation of Clinical and Labora- 
tory Diagnosis of Diphtheria,” H. Hanson. 
Discussed by Drs. Julian Gammon and John 
Long. 

“Creeping Eruption,” G. H. Edwards. 
Orlando. Discussed by Drs. J. F. Walter, 
E. W. Warren, C. D. Christ and R. H. Mc- 
Ginnis. 

“The Necessity of Utilizing the Muscula- 
ture in Perineal Repair,” A. C. Ives, Tampa. 
Discussed by Dr. T. S. Field. 

“Reentgenotherapy, With Special Refer- 
ence to Certain Malignant Conditions, Tuber- 
cular Adenitis and Eczemas,” J. P. Long, 
Lake City. Discussed by Dr. L. W. Cun- 
ningham. 

The General Association adjourned until 
9 a. m. Thursday. 

The House of Delegates convened at 5 
p. m., the President in the Chair. Dr. E. W. 
Warren took the floor and informally dis- 
cussed the work of the Council on Medical 
Education of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, having been in attendance as a delegate 
from the Association at their midwinter 
meeting held in Chicago. 

It was moved by Dr. Graham E. Henson, 
and seconded, that the expenses of Dr. E. 
W. Warren in connection with his attendance 
at the Council be ordered paid and that the 
President appoint a delegate to attend the 
next annual meeting of the Council. Carried. 

Dr. John MacDiarmid informally dis- 
cussed his attendance at the last annual 
meeting of the House of Delegates of the 
A. M. A.* 


*Dr. MacDiarmid’s full report was published in 
THE JourNnat, Vol. II, No. 3, p. 84. 


To the President and Members of the House of 

Delegates: 

GENTLEMEN—Your committee appointed to audit 
the accounts of the Secretary-Editor and of the 
Treasurer beg to report that the audit has been 
completed and that all accounts are found correct. 

T. S. Frenp, M. D., 
C. D. Curist, M. D., 
Committee. 


The following correspondence was read 
by the Secretary: 

PENSACOLA, FLA., May 4, 1916. 
Graham E. Henson, M. D., Secretary Florida 

Medical Association, Jacksonville, Fla.: 

My Dear Docror—Pardon my delay in answer- 
ing your letter of April 27th. 

In reference to the Park Trammell matter, I 
think [| have given the facts brought out at the 
meeting in Tallahassee when Drs. Fernandez, 
Palmer and myself had a conference with the 
Governor. [| wish you would make such use of 
the “Lest We Forget” article (if it can be called 
an article) as the wisdom of the House of 
Delegates or the officers should determine. As 
already stated, | feel that our Association has been 
insulted by a tricky politician, and that we have 
borne such insults in the past too meekly. Our 
only recourse in showing our righteous resent- 
ment seems to me to lie in attempting to defeat 
the ambition of these professional politicians. 
This is my view, however, and it may be the wrong 
feeling, but I am prepared to stand by my guns 
until they are shot away by the enemy. 

Yours very truly, 
J. Harris PierPon’. 


“LEST WE FORGET.” 


Editor Florida Medical Association Journal: 

Now that the political campaign to select a 
successor to Senator Bryan is on, it might not 
prove unprofitable for the members of the Florida 
Medical Association to be reminded of an episode 
which occurred in the Governor's office some 
three years ago when our late lamented secretary, 
Dr. Fernandez, Dr. Palmer and myself called up- 
on Governor Trammell to discuss with him the 
then pending medical examining board bill. 

It will be remembered that the bill contained a 
section which provided that the Governor should 
appoint members of the board—if the bill 
succeeded in passing—upon recommendation of 
the respective State medical associations. This 
provision was explained to the Governor, as it ap- 
parently would deprive him of his constitutional 
authority, and likewise preclude the possibility 
of a governor “playing politics.” As was well 
known the Florida Medical Association has 
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labored for years to keep politics out of medical 
legislation, and we were beginning to believe our 
fond anticipations would shortly be realized. The 
Governor even went so far as to ask that a list 
of eligibles, from which he could make his ap- 
pointments, be furnished him by the Association, 
in the event that the pending bill should not pass. 
With this assurance a report was made to the 
Association when it convened about a month later 
at Miami. 

The Association appointed a committee of five 
members to canvass the membership with the 
view of selecting the men best suited to serve on 
the medical examining board. 

After mature consideration, it was deemed 
wise not to hamper the Governor in sending him 
only seven names for appointment to fill the 
seven vacancies, but to increase the number to 
twenty-one—three from each  district—which 
would not in any manner embarrass him, if he 
was sincere in his desire to appoint men acceptable 
to the medical profession, and not some political 
pet, as is so often done. 

Dr. Fernandez sent the list containing twenty- 
one members of the Association to the Governor, 
and we confidently expected the appointment of 
the members of the examining board from this 
list. 

It is for you to determine whether or not the 
Governor kept his word when it was soon known 
that only four out of the seven members of the 
new board were endorsed by our Association, the 
other three being political appointments. 

Shall we, or shall we not, endorse such action 
at the polls in the approaching primary ? 

J. Harris Prerpont, M. D. 

Pensacola, Fla., April 15, 1916. 


Following considerable discussion, it was 
moved by Dr. J. K. Simpson, and seconded, 
that the matter be tabled. Carried. 


Mrs. Anna W. Riggin, representing the 
Woman’s Temperance Union, was accorded 
the floor. She asked for the adoption of the 
following resolutions : 


Wuereas, After more than half a century of 
experimental scientific research, many of the 
greatest physicians of Europe and America have 
declared alcohol unqualifiedly “nil” as a remedial 
agent and, instead a narcotic, irritant and depres- 
sing poison to the brain and other tissues and 
directly or indirectly responsible for a large pro- 
portion of the insane, epileptic, feeble-minded and 
other forms of mental, moral and physical degen- 
eracy, and 
- Wuereas, Whiskey, brandy and wines have 


been stricken from the U. S. Pharmacopeia, and 

WHEREAS, It is the sacred duty of physicians to 
prevent as well as cure disease; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Florida State Medical As- 
sociation endorses the action of the Neurologists 
and Alienists of America, also the States of North 
Carolina and West Virginia in their resolutions 
against the use of alcohol, and hereby pledges its 
earnest efforts against the deadly foe to mind, 
body and soul. 


After considerable discussion, it was 
moved by Dr. Graham E. Henson, and 
seconded, that the resolutions be referred to 
the Committee on Scientific Work. Carried. 

The following set of resolutions prepared 
by the Woman’s Club of Jacksonville was 
read by the Secretary: 


Wuereas, The attention of the Legislation De- 
partment of the Woman’s Club of Jacksonville has 
been called to the prevalence of advertising in the 
local and State press, giving publicity to various 
nostrums to be used for criminal purposes, and 
also to remedies and treatments purporting to 
cure social diseases, and to alleged maternity 
homes for unfortunate women; and, 

Wuereas, We believe such advertising tends to 
corrupt the morals of any community and defraud 
the suffering ones; and, 

Wuereas, The Florida Medical Association is 
about to convene in annual session, 

Be it resolved, by the Woman’s Club in session 
assembled, That a communication be sent to the 
Florida Medical Association calling attention to 
the prevalence and corrupting influence of such 
advertising, and requesting them to unite with 
the Woman’s Club of Jacksonville in presenting 
to the 1917 session of the Florida Legislature a 
bill making such advertising illegal; and, 

Be it further resolved, That this bill be prepared 
by the Legislation Department of the Woman's 
Club of Jacksonville, and submitted to the Legisla- 
tion Committee of the Florida Medical Associa- 
tion for endorsement, and presented through the 
Legislation Department of the Florida Federation 
of Women’s Clubs to the 1917 session of the Flor- 
ida Legislature for consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) Mrs. Frank E. JENNINGs, 
President Woman’s Club; 
Mrs. Frep B. Nose, 
Chairman Legislation Committee. 


Upon motion, duly seconded and carried, 
the resolutions were ordered spread upon 
the minutes of the Association, and were 











refe 
and 


sub. 


T 
ord 
the 
m. 

“] 
Birc 
Har 
W. 
4 
hein 

*( 
i, 2 
Drs. 
Wat 
Johr 

“y 
j. Vv 
F. J 
Hen: 

“OR 
Rest 
amin 
by L 
Gam 

“FE 
Diag 
Jack: 
Cunr 
Peyt 

“ap 
ence 
of th 
Live 
Hens 

“M 
of,” | 
Drs. 
Hans 
Harr 


Th 


m., a 





‘7 we 


S-e a wee Ye wH 








FORTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FLORIDA MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 375 


referred to the Committee on Legislation 
and Public Policy. 

The House of Delegates stood adjourned 
subject to the call of the President. 


Tuurspay, May 11TH. 


The General Association was called to 
order by Dr. J. K. Simpson, Chairman of 
the Committee on Scientific Work, at 9 a. 
m. The following papers were read: 

“Unrecognized Nasal Diphtheria,” U. S. 
Bird, Tampa. Discussed by Drs. Henry 
Hanson, Graham E. Henson, J. E. Garner, 
W. S. Gramling, M. G. Chancey, T. S. Field, 
C. D. Christ, A. W. Ives, L. L. Oppen- 
heimer, E. Van Hood and Wilhoyet. 

“Observations on the Action of Calomel,”’ 
L.. S. Oppenheimer, Tampa. Discussed by 
Drs. U. S. Bird, M. G. Chancey, E. W. 
Warren, M. L. Crum, W. S. Gramling, and 
John MacDiarmid. 

“Diagnosis and Treatment of Eye-strain,” 
J. W. Taylor, Tampa. Discussed by Drs. 
F. J. Walter, U. S. Bird, and Graham E. 
Henson. 

“Roentgen Diagnosis of Renal Calculus: 
Results of One Hundred Twenty-seven Ex- 
aminations,” L. W. Cunningham. Discussed 
by Drs. J. K. Simpson, T. S. Field, Julian 
Gammon and R. R. Kime. 

“Pyelography as an Aid to Kidney 
Diagnosis,” H. A. Peyton and E. Jelks, 
Jacksonville. Discussed by Drs. L. W. 
Cunningham, J. K. Simpson and Harry 
Peyton. 

“Pyelitis of Infancy, With Special Refer- 
ence to Its Occurrance During the Course 
of the Infectious Diarrheas,” J. W. West, 
Live Oak. Discussed by Drs. Graham E. 
Henson, Harry Peyton and Julian Gammon. 

“Malarial Hemoglobinuria, Treatment 
of,” K. Cross, Crystal River. Discussed by 
Drs. Ralph Greene, E. Van Hood, Henry 
Hansen, G. Edwards, John Simmons and 
Harry Peyton. 


The President assumed the Chair at 12 
m., announced that the election of officers 


for the ensuing year was in order and called 
for nominations for the office of President. 

Dr. John MacDiarmid placed in nomina- 
tion the name of Dr. E. W. Warren of 
Palatka. The nomination was seconded by 
Drs. L. S. Oppenheimer, W. S. Grambling 
and M. G. Chancey. 

Dr. F. F. Ferris placed in nomination the 
name of Dr. Ralph N. Greene of Chatta- 
hoochee. The nomination was seconded by 
Drs. W. P. Dey and W. M. Bevis. 

The Chair apointed Drs. F. J. Walter and 
T. S. Field to act as tellers. 

The ballot was ordered spread. Dr. E. 
W. Warren receiving thirty-five votes; Dr. 
Ralph N. Greene twenty-five. 

Upon motion of Dr. Ralph N. Greene, 
seconded by Dr. F. F. Ferris, the election 
of Doctor Warren was declared unanimous. 

The Chair appointed Past Presidents J. Y. 
Porter of Key West and John MacDiarmid 
of DeLand a committee to escort the newly 
elected President to the Chair. 

Doctor Warren spoke in a feeling maniuer 
of the honor bestowed upon him and asked 
for the unanimous support of the entire 
membership during the ensuing year in the 
interests of organized medicine. 

Dr. John MacDiarmid, upon recognition 
from the Chair, in a_ beautiful speech, 
presented the retiring President, Dr. R. H. 
McGinnis, with a Past President’s emblem. 

Nominations for the first vice presidency 
being called for by the Chair, Dr. Graham 
E. Henson placed in nomination the name 
of Dr. John Simmons of Arcadia. The 
nomination being seconded and there being 
no further nominations, in accordance with 
the Constitution, the Secretary cast the bal- 
lot of the Association for Dr. John 
Simmons, who was then declared elected. 

Dr. G. Edwards placed in nomination the 
name of Dr. E. Van Hood of Ocala for 
Second Vice-President; the nomination be- 
ing seconded, and there being no further 
nominations, the Secretary cast the ballot 
of the Association for Dr. E. Van Hood, 
who was then declared elected. 
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Dr. F. J. Walter placed in nomination the 
name of Dr. John P. Long of Lake City 
for Third Vice-President. The nomination 
being seconded and there being no further 
nominations, the Secretary cast the ballot 
of the Association for Dr. John P. Long, 
who was then declared elected. 

Dr. Graham E. Henson placed in nomina- 
tion the name of Dr. John MacDiarmid of 
DeLand to serve as Delegate from the As- 
sociation to the House of Delegates of the 
American Medical Association. The nomina- 
tion being seconded and there being no 
further nominations, the Secretary cast the 
ballot of the Asociation for Dr. John Mac- 
Diarmid, who was then declared elected. 

The terms of office of the Councillors 
from the first, eighth and tenth districts hav- 
ing expired, the following were unanimously 
elected to serve in their respective districts 
for the term of four years: 

First District—Dr. J. Harris Pierpont, 
Pensacola. 

Eighth District—Dr. A. H. Freeman, 
Starke. 

Tenth District—Dr. R. L. Cline, Arcadia. 

Upon motion, duly seconded, Dr. W. C. 
Page of Live Oak was elected Councillor of 
the Third District to fill out the unexpired 
term of Dr. C. L. Brown, deceased. 

The next order of business being the 
selection of a meeting place for the next 
annual meeting, the Secretary read the fol- 
lowing communications : 


AtLAntic Beacw Hore, 


ATLANTIC BEACH, FLa., May 9, 1916. 
To the President, Secretary and Members of the 

Florida Medical Association: 

GENTLEMEN—I herewith extend you a hearty 
welcome to the Atlantic Beach Hotel, Atlantic 
Beach, Fla., as your next meeting place. 

I feel it is needless to say that Atlantic Beach is 
the ideal place to hold conventions as the number 
that are now being held here—with quite a few 
making it their permanent meeting place—speaks 
for itself. The convention hall is situated at the 
end of the spacious veranda of the hotel and is but 
a few feet from the ocean, assuring a cool breeze 
at all times. 

I shall feel very much honored if you vote for 


Atlantic Beach for your next convention and will 
do everything possible to make your stay a pleas- 
ant one. 

Descriptive booklets of the Atlantic Beach Hotel 
with its golf courses are available in your conven- 
tion hall. Very truly yours, 

H. M. Sranrorp, 
Lessee and Manager. 


TALLAHASSEE, FLa., May 10, 1916. 
Dr. IV. F. Ferris, State Medical Association, 

Arcadia, Fla. 

A resolution was passed by the county society 
endorsing the establishment of a permanent meet- 
ing place for the State association at Atlantic 
Beach. If the establishment of a permanent meet- 
ing place is not considered this session, I invite 
the Association to Tallahassee for its next meet- 
ing in the name of the county society. I am wir- 
ing this invitation from the City and Boosters’ 
Club in your care. Am sorry ] can not come to 
the meeting. F. C. Moor. 


It was moved by Dr. Graham E. Henson, 
and duly seconded, that the privileges of the 
floor be extended to Mr. H. M. Stanford of 
the Atlantic Beach Hotel. Carried. 

Mr. Stanford extended a cordial invita- 
tion for the Association to meet at his sea- 
side resort and informally discussed+ the 
advantages of this resort as a meeting place 
for conventions. 


Dr. C. D. Christ moved that Atlantic 
Beach be made the permanent meeting place 
of the Association. The motion was 
seconded and a general discussion followed. 
An amendment was offered by Dr. Graham 
E. Henson that the Association accept the 
invitation of Mr. Stanford to meet at the 
Atlantic Beach Hotel next year, that the 
question of making the resort the permanent 
meeting place of the Association be deferred, 
and the time of meeting of the forty-fourth 
annual session be left with the Executive 
Committee. The amendment was duly 
seconded and carried. 

Dr. T. S. Field moved that a vote of 
thanks be tendered the Committee on 
Scientific Work for the excellent program 


prepared under their supervision. The 


motion was duly supported and carried 
unanimously. 
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Telegrams were read by the Secretary 
from Drs. C. P. Rogers, H. O. Byrd, W. R. 
Warren, and Mary Freeman, expressing 
their regrets at being unable to attend the 
meeting. 

Dr. John MacDiarmid offered the follow- 
ing resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Florida Medical Associa- 
tion, in convention assembled, hereby extends its 
sincere thanks to the DeSote County Medical 
Society for the warm reception given us and the 
excellent entertainment provided for us; the 
mayor and city of Arcadia for their hearty wel- 
come and hospitality; the press and High School 
authorities for their many courtesies, and the 
citizens of Arcadia generally for uniform kind- 
nesses. 

Upon motion, duly seconded, the resolu- 
tions were adopted by a rising vote. 

Upon motion, duly seconded, the Associa- 
tion stood adjourned. 





The General Association convened at 2 
p. m., Dr. J. K. Simpson in the chair. 

The following papers were read: 

“Some Fundamental Considerations in the 
Study of Valvular Heart Lesions,” T. 
Truelsen, Tampa. Discussed by Dr. Gra- 
ham E. Henson. 

“Acidosis,” R. H. Knowlton, St. Peters- 
burg. Discussed by Drs. J. B. Wallace and 
Julian Gammon. 

“Differential Diagnosis of Lesions in the 
Upper Right Quadrant,” L. J. Effird, 
Tampa. 

“Prominent Symptoms of Pancreatitis,” 
M. G. Chancery, Tampa. Discussed by Drs. 
John Jelks, R. R. Kime, L. Swift Gra- 
ham E. Henson, Julian Gammon and J. K. 
Simpson. 

“Complete 
Kime, Lakeland. 


Efficient Surgery,” R. R. 
Discussed by Drs. John 


Long and L. Swift. 
“Advantage of Early Removal of Tumors 
of the Breast,” L. F. Carlton, Tampa. Dis- 


cussed by Drs. R. R. Kime and L. W. Cun- 
ningham. 

“Fracture of the Neck of the Femur,” J. 
Reeve, DeLand. Discussed by Drs. John 
Simmons, Sheldon Stringer and R. L. Cline. 

“Indirect Inguinal Hernia,” S. Stringer, 
Tampa. Discussed by Drs. John Reeve, 
John Simmons and R. L. Cline. 

Upon motion, duly seconded, the General 
Association adjourned sine die. 

The House of Delegates convened at 5 p. 
m., Dr. E. W. Warren in the Chair. 

Dr. J. W. West offered the following: 

Resolved, That henceforth no person will be 
admitted to the Florida Medical Association or 
to the county medical societies who has not passed 
the examination of the Regular Board of Exam- 
iners, and that all county societies be notified of 
the eligibility of such persons. Provided, that 
this resolution be incorporated in the By-Laws 
of the Association. Provided, that this resolu- 
tion is not to apply to anyone already a member 
of the organization. 

After a full and general discussion it was 
moved by Dr. Graham E. Henson and 
seconded by Dr. R. H. McGinnis, that the 
resolution be tabled. Carried. 

Dr. M. L. Crum of Bowling Green took 
the floor and informally discussed the action 
of the DeSoto County Medical Society in 
admitting to membership an_ individual 
whom it has since become known is in- 
eligible for membership. 

Dr. J. K. Simpson moved the adoption of 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee of the 
Florida Medical Association be directed to in- 
vestigate the question of admitting eclectic 
physicians to membership in the Association, and 
that they report their findings at the next annual 
meeting. 

The motion being seconded, the resolution 
was adopted by a unanimous vote. 

Upon motion, duly seconded, the House 
of Delegates adjourned sine die. 
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Reviews from Current Literature 


IMPACTION OF HIP FRACTURE 

Cotton, Frederick J.: Artificial Impaction of 
Hip Fracture. Annals of Surgery, Vol. LXIII, 
1916, p. 366. 

The writer divides fractures of the hip 
joint as follows: 

“1. Fractures at the base of the neck 
(‘extracapsular fractures’), which are going 
to unite anyhow, with good or bad treat- 
ment; which may show great deformity and 
consequent disability, but practically never 
fail to unite. 

“2. Neck fractures proper (intracapsular 
fractures) in which the head may be mobile, 
and is always ill-nourished and ill-fitted for 
any share in the necessary repair.” 

He states that intracapsular fractures may 
be impacted, or merely entangled, or loose, 
that the loose fractures never unite under 
routine treatment, and that entangled or 
loosely impacted fractures are apt to loosen 
up and to eventually show nonunion. He 
states that all well-impacted fractures always 
unite by bony union, though often with de- 
formity. 

Arguing that unimpacted fractures of the 
neck never unite by bone, and that well- 
impacted fractures always unite, he suggests 
the conversion of unimpacted fractures into 
impacted fractures by artificial means. His 
results apparently justify his theory. 

The technique of artificial impaction is as 
follows: The patient is lightly anzsthetized 
and placed on a table; with the stockinged 
foot in the perineum, the leg is dragged 
down until the lengths of the two limbs are 
alike and until rotation gives slight crepitus ; 
eversion is then corrected, the leg handed to 
an assistant while another assistant gives 
counterpressure on the other side of the 
pelvis. The trochanter is then padded 
heavily with felt and pounded with a large 
wooden mallet until there is a sensation of 
“giving.” The fact of impaction is proven 
by the loss of mobility in rotation when the 


leg is released. The limb is then put up in 
an abduction plaster spica. Usually im- 
mobility is continued for six to eight weeks. 
The patients are not allowed to walk under 
three months. From the third to the sixth 
month the joint is mobilized and the patient 
taught to walk with crutches. During this 
time nearly all the motion should be re- 


gained. B. <. 





WARMED ETHER VAPOR 


McCarty, Franklin B. and Davis, B. F.: The 
Use of Warmed Ether Vapor for Anesthesia. 
Annals of Surgery, Vol. LXIII, 1916, p. 305. 


The writers conducted an extensive series 
of experiments to determine whether ether 
vapor warmed to body temperature pos- 
sessed any advantages over ether vapor as 
ordinarily administered. The following 
conclusions coincide with the views of 
surgeons generally : 

“1. The amount of heat required to warm 
ordinary ether vapor as used in anzsthesia 
by the open or closed methods, or by intra- 
pharyngeal or intratracheal insufflation to 
body temperature is so small as to be a 
negligible factor in lowering body tempera- 
ture and inducing shock in anesthetized 
patients. 

“2. The warming of ether vapor, how- 
ever administered, is accomplished in the 
mouth, pharynx, trachea and _ primary 
bronchi, and the anesthetic reaches the 
aveoli at body temperature. 

“3. The quantity of ether required to 
produce and maintain anzthesia does not 
appear to be materially influenced by warm- 
ing ether. 

“4, So-called cold ether vapor does not 
appear to be more irritating to mucus mem- 
branes than warmed ether. 

“5. No more mucus and saliva is secreted 
when anesthesia is induced and maintained 
with cold than with warmed ether.”  R. C¢. T. 
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REVIEWS FROM CURRENT LITERATURE 


D’ESPINE’S SIGN IN CHILDHOOD 
Morse, John Lovett: D’Espine’s Sign in Child- 
hood. Am. Journal Diseases of Children, April, 
1916, Vol. II, p. 276. 


This sign is less often present in children 
of the well-to-do than in those of the poorer 
class, and when present in this former class 
is by no means always a sign of tuberculosis. 
By D’Espine’s sign is meant the tracheal 
voice or bronchial breathing heard over the 
spinal column below the seventh cervical 
vertebra. Normally the tracheal voice ceases 
abruptly at about the seventh cervical or 
first dorsal vertebra, and when heard below 
this point it indicates that there is some 
tissue, usually lymph nodes, between the 
trachea and vertebral column which trans- 
mits the bronchial sound unchanged. 

D’Espine was wrong in his conception 
that his sign, when present, always indicated 
tuberculosis of the bronchial glands. 

According to the author’s tabulated report 
the sign when found in children of the well- 
to-do classes probably does not indicate 
tuberculosis in more than 50 per cent of 
the cases. It merely indicates enlarged 
lymph nodes which may be due to other 
causes than tuberculosis. Among the causes 
are bronchitis, recent broncho-pneumonia, 
pertussis, asthma, enlarged tonsils, influenza, 
frequent colds and possibly other diseases 
and conditions. Among the poorer classes 
the presence of a positive D’Espine sign 
more frequently is an index of tuberculosis. 

i am 


APPENDICITIS IN CHILDHOOD 

Wachenheim, F. L.: A Contribution to the 
Diagnosis of Appendicitis in Childhood. Archives 
of Pediatrics, March, 1916, Vol. XX XIII, p. 197. 

Appendicitis is largely a disease of early 
life and it is likely that most adult cases had 
their foundation laid in childhood. It is 
more apt to be acute and subject to danger- 
ous developments in early than in adult life, 
and at the same time the diagnosis is with 
more difficulty made. In about one-third of 
Suspicious cases we are left in doubt as to 
the diagnosis. 
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Examination per rectum is a most valu- 
able and often neglected diagnostic pro- 
cedure. Its value, however, is subject to 
limitations, as errors are likely to be made 
both in determining the presence and 
absence of trouble with the appendix. In 
employing rectal examination valuable aid 
is furnished in the subjective sensations 
available in intelligent children. High 
palpation, per rectum, in the illiac fossa 
elicits tenderness and pain in the McBurney 
region when appendicitis is present, and 
never under normal conditions. In making 
the examination the greatest care must be 
employed in gaining the confidence of the 
patient, the exercise of patience and the 
avoidance of brutality. With the examin- 
ing finger high in the right illiac fossa, the 
patient, if old enough and intelligent, will 
invariably locate the pain in the McBurney 
region if the trouble is appendicular. J. D. L. 


DIPHTHERIA CARRIERS 
Ott, Wm. O., and Roy, K. A.: Treatment of 
Diphtheria Carriers with Iodized Phenol. Journal 
A. M. A., March 11, 1916, p. 800. 


The authors after noting the compara- 
tively poor results obtained from the use of 
sprays containing the staphylococcus aureus 
and lactic acid bacillus have achieved 
marked success from the employment of 
undiluted iodized phenol. This consists of 
60 per cent phenol, 20 per cent iodin crystals 
and 20 per cent glycerin. It is applied on a 
swab to the naso-pharynx every forty-eight 
hours till negative cultures are obtained. 
Seventeen cases were treated and 64 per cent 
yielded negative cultures after from one to 
two applications. Only one case (nasal) 
was under treatment longer than eleven 
days. No bad results were reported from 
the use of the rather strong preparation, 
though care is enjoined to prevent it from 
coming in contact with the skin of the face 
or dropping back into the larynx. The effect 
of the application is to cause a_ thin 
escharotic membrane to form at the site of 
application, which lasts for about twenty- 
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four hours. No explanation is offered as 
to how this preparation rids the throat of 
diphtheria organisms. J. BL. 


PYORRHEA ALVEOLARIS 


Webster, Fox L.: The Relation Between 
Surgical Operations on the Eyeball and Pyorrhea 
Alveolaris. Ophthalmology, Vol. XII, 1916, p. 517. 


The author first notes the direct connec- 
tion between the teeth and the eyes through 
the fifth cranial nerve “so that affections 
situated at the termination of its maxilliary 
branches may readily be referred to the 
terminal filaments of the ophthalmic branch, 
but inflammatory processes of the dental roots 
may also extend to the maxilliary sinus, and 
thence to the orbit by continuity or con- 
tiguity of tissue. However, any infection of 
the teeth may be transmitted through the 
lymph channels, and ultimately find lodge- 
ment in the vitreous of the eye.” It is ex- 
tremely important, therefore, in any opera- 
‘ tion upon the eye, to see that the patient is 
protected from this source of secondary 
infection. The author quotes seven in- 
stances of cataract operations in which he is 
sure the eyes were lost as a result of second- 
ary infections due to pyorrhea alveolaris. 
Another case is mentioned in which a live 
infection showed in the eye within twenty- 
four hours of operation, and in which the 
eye was saved by the extracting of all in- 
fected teeth, followed by vigorous treatment 
of the gums. 

He has not hesitated on several occasions, 
in which the gums were too deeply infected 
for satisfactory treatment, to have the teeth 
extracted as a preliminary to cataract opera- 
tions. Conjunctivitis and iritis have been 
attributed to the teeth by different authors, 
and relief was obtained by the extraction of 
the offending members. 

In conclusion he says, “It is obvious from 
data I have collected as well as from my 
personal experience, that we are not only 
dependent on our oral surgeons for help, but 
we must bring in the internest as well for 
special medication to help us eradicate that 


toxzmic condition which provokes such dis- 
astrous results in the surgical operations on 
the eye.” W. S. M. 


DIAGNOSIS OF TUBERCULOSIS 

J. Bronfenbrenner, Ph. D., Morris H. Kahn, M. 
D., J. Rockman, M. D., and Max Kahn, M. D., 
Ph. D.: Further Studies of Biological Methods 
for the Diagnosis of Tuberculosis. Archives of 
Internal Medicine, Vol. XVII, April, 1916, p. 492. 

Bronfenbrenner, Kahn, Rockman and 
Kahn point out certain limitations in bio- 
logical methods of diagnosis which tend to 
limit their specificity. Among these the 
Abderhalden, Widal and Wassermann re- 
actions are mentioned. Experience shows 
that these methods have their limitations 
and negative reactions are only of relative 
value. 

Biological methods of diagnosis of tuber- 
culosis are difficult on account of the great 
sensitiveness of some of the reactions, such 
as the Von Pirquet test. The peculiar prop- 
erties of the tubercle bacillus has made the 
preparation of an antigen for use in comple- 
ment fixation a difficult task. Besredka’s 
tuberculin has been used as antigen and 
gave positive results in 93 per cent of clinic- 
ally tuberculous individuals. It also gave 
positive results in a number of individuals 
where there was no clinical evidence of the 
disease. 

The lipins present have been found to 
interfere with the antigenic properties of 
tuberculin. The lipin can be removed by 
extraction with ether and the precipitation 
of the protein with acetic acid. 

It was also found that different tuber- 
culins gave different degrees of fixation due 
to the varying amounts of lipin present. 
Comparative values of different samples of 
tuberculin of Besredka showed a variation 
from 98 to 24 per cent of positive reactions 
in 25 cases of tuberculosis. 

In many cases it was found that the early 
serological findings were later confirmed by 
clinical observations. 

A number of different antigens were used 
and results discussed in comparison with the 
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urochromogen reaction. The “Weisz re- 
action is not always incident in diseases 
characterized by tissue destruction.” The 
urochromogen reaction is not pathognom- 
onic of tuberculosis and is present in other 
diseases, such as typhoid, measles, etc. 

These authors offer the following con- 
clusions : 

“Different tuberculin of 
Besredka, though apparently identical in 
the mode of their preparation, may differ 
among themselves in their specific values. 

“The most striking variation is in the 
amount of lipins contained in tuberculin. 

“It is necessary to free each sample of 
tuberculin of all its lipin fraction before us- 
ing such tuberculin for the complement 
deviation test. 

“The lipins may be extracted by fat 
solvents, but the easiest method was found 
to be that of separation of the protein frac- 
tion by precipitation. 

“Precipitation of the antigenic fraction of 
tuberculin also offers the possibility of using 
a standard number of units of antigen and 
thus eliminating variations due to the 
quantitative differences in specific prop- 
erties of different samples of tuberculin, 
without increasing the chance of obtaining 
lipotropic reactions. 

“It seems, however, that different samples 
of tuberculin may vary also qualitatively. 

“The variation rests apparently on the fact 
of the existence of strain specificity in the 
antibody. 

“The existence of strain specificity in 
tuberculosis may explain why the results 
obtained by different investigators in the 
complement deviation test for diagnosis of 
tuberculosis vary so ‘much. 

“The tuberculin of Besredka seems to 
give the best results in diagnosis by the 
complement deviation test. 

“Even though the test is positive in a 
certain number of clinically non-tuberculous 
individuals, the reaction seems to be 
specific. 

“The attempt to control serum findings 


samples of 


by the urinary examination for urochrom- 
ogen was not successful in general because 
we were unable to confirm the frequent 
occurrence of the Weisz reaction in tuber- 
culosis. A comparison of the frequency of 
occurrence of the two reactions in different 
stages of the disease suggests that negative 
serum findings in the face of the positive 
Weisz reaction may have an unfavorable 
prognostic significance.” H. H. 


GASTRO-INTESTINAL TRACT 


Stewart, W. H.: Roentgen Diagnosis of Obscure 
Lesions of the Gastro-Intestinal Tract. Amer. 
Jour. of Roentgenology, Vol. III (new series, No. 
4), April, 1916, p. 202. 


“In order that we may be able to render 
valuable aid in the diagnosis of these lesions, 
especially the large number of border-line 
cases in which the patients suffer from pain 
and distress in the right upper abdominal 
quadrant and which may be caused by 
kidney, gall-bladder, duodenum or appendi- 
cular disease, it is necessary that every effort 
should be made to educate the medical 
profession to refer their cases to the roent- 
genologist for diagnosis and not to restrict 
his investigations to any one part of the 
gastro-intestinal tract. We have learned by 
experience that in genito-urinary examina- 
tions we can not rely on a negative diagnosis 
until the entire tract is covered; this rule 
applies as well to the digestive system where 
a negative diagnosis can not be accepted as 
final until the entire tract has been examined. 

“Tt is our custom in these vague, indefi- 
nite cases to first go over the right kidney 
to exclude nephrolithiasis; this is followed 
by an investigation of the gall-bladder for 
evidence of cholelithiasis or adhesions ; then 
continue our examination to the duodenum 
for signs of ulceration or adhesions and 
lastly to investigate the appendix, which, in 
many cases, will be responsible for the 
symptoms. One of the most recent advance- 
ments has been the detection of diverticula. 
That many vague and indefinite abdominal 
cases are due to diverticulitis has long been 
suspected, but the ability to recognize and 
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actually prove the existence of such path- 
ology has only been in our hands since the 
perfection of the present technique of the 
roentgen examination of the gastro-intestinal 
tract.” ; L. W. C. 


UTERINE FIBROMATA 
Grier, G. W.: Roentgen Treatment of Uterine 
Fibromata. Interstate Med. Jour., 1916, Vol. 
XXLLL, p. 118. 


Chief action is due to the effect on the 
ovaries, although Albers-Schoenberg 
believes that the tumor is affected. 

The circulation of the-uterus is influenced 
by the activity of the ovaries and the de- 
pressant action on them brings about the 
improvement. Kronig and Gauss have gone 
so far as to state that all fibroids over 39 
years of age should be treated by reentgeniza- 
tion instead of surgery, but it is generally 
recognized that the treatment is only 
indicated when operation is impossible or 
undesirable. 

Indications: Extreme anemia, conditions 
of the heart, lungs and kidneys which will 
not admit of anesthesia, cases going through 
the menopause in which the mental state is 
bad in which the X-ray treatment facilitates 
the physiological progression. 

Contraindications: Inflammatory pelvic 
conditions, submucous tumors, necrosis of 
tumors, malignancy, or when the patient is 
young and the production of the menopause 
is undesirable. 

Menopause is gradual and the usual dis- 
tress is milder. Menorrhagia is easily con- 
trolled while the retrogression in the tumor 
may be slow. a 


MALIGNANT TUMORS 
Holding, A. W.: Roentgen Deep Therapy in 
Malignant Tumors. Amer. Jour. of Roentgen- 
ology, Vol. III (new series, No. 4), April, 1916, 
p. 191. 


Cases observed at the General Memorial 
Hospital. Malignant tumors of different 
types and their metastases give symptomatic 
cures with Roentgen deep therapy. This 
means the use of the Coolidge tube giving 





large doses of hard rays through a heavy 
filter and coagulation of the tumors by heat 
when indicated. 

Six to seven per cent of symptomatic 
cures in inoperable cases are secured. This 
is small but otherwise the outlook is hope- 
less. 

“Symptomatic Cures: (A) 100 per cent 
of the non-malignant diseases. (B) 100 
per cent of the superficial malignant diseases. 
(C) In conjunction with surgery to im- 
prove over 70 per cent of the deep operable 
diseases. (D) To improve the condition of 
20 to 30 per cent of the hopeless inoperable 
cases.” 

One of Dr. Holding’s conclusions: “If 
these physical methods ameliorate the 
symptoms in hopeless cases, patients having 
operable lesions should not be denied the 
benefits of these physical methods after 
operation.” 

Two tumors not before reported in the 
literature are markedly ameliorated: Car- 
cinoma of the testis of teratoid origin and 


carotid gland tumor. L. W. C. 





NEW AND NONOFFICIAL 
REMEDIES. 

Since the publication of New and Non- 
official Remedies, 1916, and in addition to 
those previously reported, the following 
articles have been accepted by the Council 
on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the Am- 
erican Medical Association for inclusion 
with “New and Nonofficial Remedies” : 

Styraco. Tasiets, 5 Grains. — Each 
tablet contains 5 grains styracol. Merck 
and Co., New York. 

TANNALBIN Tastets, 5 Grains.—Each 
Merck 


tablet contains 5 grains tannalbin. 
and Co., New York. 

STaNnotinpd Liguip PARAFFIN.—A_non- 
proprietary brand of liquid petrolatum, 
complying with the standards of the U. S. P., 
8th ed., and made from American petroleum. 
Standard Oil Company of Indiana, Chicago. 
(Jour. A. M. A., April 1, 1916, p. 1027.) 
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Borcuerpt’s Dri-Macr Sour Exract 
witH WHEAT FLour.—A powder obtained 
by evaporating 100 gm. Borcherdt’s Malt 
Soup Extract and 50 gm. wheat flour made 
into a paste. Borcherdt’s Malt Extract Co., 
Chicago. 

BorcHERD?t’s FinisHeD Marr Soup 
Powper.—A powder obtained by evaporat- 
ing 100 gm. Borcherdt’s Malt Soup Extract, 
50 gm. wheat flour, made into a paste and 
330 gm. milk. Borcherdt’s Malt Extract 
Co., Chicago. (Jour. A. M. A., March 11, 
1916, p. 815.) 

SAUBERMANN RADIUM EMANATION 
Activator.—An apparatus for the produc- 
tion of radioactive drinking water by the 
action of radium sulphate. Each apparatus 
is designed to furnish about 500 c.c. radio- 
active water per day. The exact daily 
capacity and efficiency are guaranteed and 
are stated for each apparatus. The follow- 
ing strength generators are offered: 


SAUBERMANN RaAptuM EMANATION 
Activator, 5,000 ‘MacHe Units.—An ap- 
paratus which imparts about 1.8 microcurie 
(5,000 Mache Units) to about 500 c.c. water 
daily. 

SAUBERMANN RApIUM EMANATION 
Activator, 10,000 Macne Units.—An ap- 
paratus which imparts about 3.6 microcurie 
(10,000 Mache Units) to about 500 c.c. 
water daily. 

SAUBERMANN RApIUM EMANATION 
Activator, 20,000 Macue Units.—An ap- 
paratus which imparts about 7.2 microcurie 
(50,000 Mache Units) to about 500 c.c. 
water daily. 

SAUBERMANN RADIUM EMANATION 
Activator, 50,000 Macne Unitrs.—An ap- 
paratus which imparts about 18 microcurie 
(50,000 Mache Units) to about 500 c.c. 
water daily. Radium Limited, U. S. A., 
New York. (Jour. A. M. A., March 18, 


1916, p. 893.) 
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Publisher’s Notes 


STERILIZED SOLUTIONS IN 
AMPOULES. 


Hermetically sealed glass ampoules con- 
taining sterilized solutions of important 
drugs for hypodermatic use have assumed a 
commanding place in medicine within a 
comparatively short period. A few years 
ago, seeing the tendency in this direction, 
Parke, Davis & Co. brought out a modest 
line of something like a half-dozen formulas, 
notable among them, if we mistake not, be- 
ing a solution of Adrenalin. From this 
small beginning the list has expanded until 
now more than fifty solutions are supplied 
in this form. 

Solutions are supplied in this form. 

Solutions in glaseptic ampoules, it is 
obvious, have several advantages over those 
prepared in the ordinary manner. They are 
ready for immediate use; there is no neces- 
sity to wait until water can be sterilized and 
cooled. Accuracy of dose is insured, each 
ampoule containing a definite quantity of 
medicament. The solutions are aseptic. 
They are permanent. 

Parke, Davis & Co. have just issued a 
new edition of their “Ampoules” brochure, 
a valuable little book of 70 pages, giving a 
complete list of their sterilized solutions, 
with therapeutic suggestions, dosage, de- 
scriptions of packages, prices, etc. The 
work contains also a useful therapeutic index 


and an informing chapter on hypodermatic 
medication in general. Physicians and 
surgeons are advised to send to the Detroit 
laboratories of Parke, Davis & Co. for a’ 
copy of the book, which is supplied gratis. 





One swallow doesn’t make a summer; 
and one test doesn’t constitute a guarantee 
of satisfaction. There are always a number 
of aspects to every article of utility, and 
although it may measure splendidly up to 
one of these aspects, if it fails in all the rest 
it can not be said to be a very efficient article. 
“Best by every test” is the measure of 
efficiency. That is the measure by which 
Calumet Baking Powder excels. Chemically, 
physically, physiologically, and domestically, 
it fulfills all the demands of modern science 
and art. It is chemically correct, physically 
pure, physiologically wholesome, and do- 
mestically efficient and dependable. If you 
can think of any other quality that ought to 
characterize a first class baking powder, no 
doubt the manufacturers will see to that, too. 
Personally, we can’t. It looks to us as if a 
baking powder that can make good on those 
four claims is about as nearly perfect as a 
baking powder can be. However, you know 
the old proverb—“the proof of the pudding 
is in the eating of it.” Calumet will stand 
that test, too. 
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